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The Propers 
 

Theme:  Do you want to be wise?  Fear, love, and trust in the LORD. 
 

Gospel Lesson: Luke 14:25-33 – Following Christ first and giving up all else is true wisdom, count that cost. 
 
Epistle Lesson: Philemon 1, 10-21 – Paul gives some wise advice to Philemon:  “Accept Onesimus.  Charge 
his debt to me, out of fear for the LORD.” 
 
Psalm:  19 – Listen as the heavens sing of God’s glory and proclaim His work, listen also to His perfect and 
delicious Word! 
 
Prayer of the Day: Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and because it 
cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Verse of the Day: Alleluia!  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice! Alleluia! 
 
Hymns: 200, “A Mighty Fortress is Our God,” 550, “Behold a Host Arrayed in White,” 469, “Take My Life 
and Let It Be,”  510, “I Pray You, Dear Lord Jesus” (alternates:  437, 464, 453, 403) 
 

Summary:  Malady, Telic Note, Propositional Statement 
Malady:  Are we mockers or wise men?  Are we acting like believers or unbelievers?  A simple test – what do 
we treat as wisdom and knowledge?  The LORD, the Holy One, or something else?  How well do we handle 
rebukes?   
 
Telic Note: The Holy Spirit wants me to see that truly knowing the LORD leads to earthly and eternal 
blessing. 
 
Propositional Statement:  Solomon defines wisdom for his son:  the fear and knowledge of the one and 
only Holy One – the LORD, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  There is the only place to find wisdom, which 
means Wisdom is truly to be found in Christ.  Solomon shows him that Wisdom (God’s Revelation, thru the 
Means of Grace) is always working (whether hardening hearts or growing faith) and is always bringing 
benefits to the believer (like earthly blessing and eternal reward) and crushing the unbeliever. 

 
The purpose of this sermon is to direct our eyes to true Wisdom and to see the amazing benefits of 

living in that Wisdom. 
 



The Text – With Translation, Notes, and Comments 
 

The NPH sermon study on this text sets the scene well:  “In the chapters leading to these verses, Solomon 
has highlighted the blessings of godly wisdom by setting it against the starkly contrasting background of 
foolishness and immorality and their consequences. A special concern can be seen in his warnings against 

adultery (ch. 5–7). As chapter 9 begins, he personifies Wisdom’s invitation to man, of which the verses of our 
text seem to be the conclusion” (Sermon Studies on the Old Testament: ILCW Series C, p. 295). 
 
There are two structural points to note as well before diving into the text itself. 
 

1) The use of chiasm.  These verses seem to be arranged chiastically with verse 10 in the middle.  You 
could represent the chiasm this way: 

 
A) verse 8 
B) verse 9 
C) verse 10 
B)  verse 11 
A)  verse 12.   

 
Thought A is that the mockers (unbelievers) will not be benefited by rebukes, they will only fall deeper 
and bear more of a burden, but the wise (believers) will learn from rebukes and be wiser still.  Thought B 
is that wisdom brings with it more wisdom, for the wise will learn and grow from rebukes and from 
encouragements, and in the end, God blesses the wise.  Thought C, the center of the text, is the source of 
wisdom:  fear of the LORD, knowledge of the Holy One. 
 
2) The use of parallelism.  “The most important feature of biblical poetry is parallelism.  Instead of 

matching rhymed words at the end of each line of the poem, parallelism matches corresponding 
thoughts.  Poetry that uses parallelism as its main technique is, therefore, primarily a poetry of 
thoughts rather than a poetry of sounds” (Brug, A Commentary on Psalms 1-72, p. 52).  “Parallelism of 
thought can, of course, be translated into other languages much more easily than rhyme or meter can.  
It is interesting that the inspired poetry of Scripture was written in the poetic technique most easily 
translated into other languages” (Brug, 55). 

 
Verse 8 

ָּך׃ ם ְוֶיֱאָהֶבֽ ָחָכ֗ ח ְל֝ ָּך הֹוַכ֥ ץ ֶּפן־ִיְׂשָנֶא֑  ַאל־ּ֣תֹוַכח ֵל֭
Do not rebuke one mocking, otherwise he will hate you, rebuke to a wise man and he will love you.   
 

Grammatical Points 
-- An example of antithetical parallelism (“the second segment is the opposite of the first” [Brug, 53]).   
 

Comments 
Wisdom has issued her invitation.  “Come, sit at my table, eat my food, put your simple ways behind you” 
(9:1-6).  And to you and I, to believers, it’s a glorious invitation.  I want to sit at this table.  I’m overjoyed that 
God in His mercy invited me to this feast.  But not everyone reacts in such a way.  Some are irritated by such 
an invitation.  Some are enraged and angered, for the invitation says, “Leave your life of sin,” implying that 
there was something wrong with their previous way of life. 
 
And so Wisdom also says, “Be careful as you invite others to the feast.  Be aware, that the unbelievers will not 
rejoice in the invitation.”  In this text, unbelievers are called “mockers.”  A mocker talks big and arrogantly, 
confident in their position, knowing yours isn’t worth giving a full hearing.  A mocker, with his inflated sense 
of self, scorns any invitation claiming to be from Wisdom, for the mocker already has wisdom. 



This is nothing other than to be a hostile enemy of God (Romans 8:7), an end result of how we were born:  
“without fear of God…without trust in God…concupiscent” (AC, Art. II, Para. 2; Tappert 29).  And we still 
see it in our lives and ministry.  When you apply God’s law to the unbelieving heart, what happens?  You are 
received less than warmly.  I haven’t yet, but I imagine many of you have been thrown out of the home of the 
couple living together in sin because they hated what you had to say.  Just as I’m sure you’ve experienced the 
incredible joy (which, praise God I have) when the new self wins and the wise man responds with tears and 
repentance, and then joy when the sweet balm of the Gospel is applied. 
  
Solomon is simply showing us how the sinful nature and the new creation respond to law/gospel ministry.  
Who handles constructive, God-inspired rebuke and criticism?  Only the believer.  The fool, the mocker, the 
unbeliever is enraged and angered, just as the nation of Israel rose up to stone Caleb and Joshua for their 
good report (Numbers 14:6-10), just as the evil kings of Judah and Israel hated the faithful prophets who 
proclaimed God’s coming judgment upon them, so to modern day mockers respond to God’s law (and, sadly, 
also to His Gospel).  Wisely Solomon says, “Do not reprove a fool” (Prov. 23:9), for it’s usually more trouble 
than it’s worth.  Wisely Jesus says, “Do not give to dogs what is sacred” (Matthew 7:6), for they handle it in 
the most despicable of ways.  The sinful heart takes God’s Word and makes a mess of it, as Peter points out 
regarding Paul’s letters:  “His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and 
unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction” (2 Peter 3:16).  You only 
need to read a couple pages of Braaten and Jenson to see this. 
 
But that doesn’t absolve us from rebuking the mocker.  It simply prepares us for their response, and arms us 
for the battle ahead.  We know that we are called to rebuke both the mockers and the wise men among this 
world, for the Lord said to Ezekiel, “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so 
hear the word I speak and give them warning from me. When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you will 
surely die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade him from his ways, that wicked man will die for his sin, and 
I will hold you accountable for his blood. But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his ways and he 
does not do so, he will die for his sin, but you will have saved yourself” (Ezekiel 33:7-9). 
 
And the joyful good news is that sometimes the heart transplant takes place “where and when it pleases God” 
(AC, Art. V, Para. 2; Tappert 31).  The rebuke of the law gets through the stubborn, falsely confident heart of 
the mocker, and crushes it, preparing the mocker for the great good news of Jesus.  And then suddenly the 
mocker becomes the wise one, who will be honored because he heeded correction (Prov. 13:18).  Two 
beautiful cases of this in Scripture are Nathan confronting David (imagine the fear and trembling the prophet 
must have experienced) and Paul confronting Peter (2 Kings 12:7-14, Galatians 2:11-14). 
 
Verse 9 

ַקח׃ פ      יק ְו֣יֹוֶסף ֶלֽ ַצִּד֗ ע ְל֝ ָחָכם ְוֶיְחַּכם־֑עֹוד הֹוַד֥ ן ְל֭  ֵּת֣
Give to a wise man, and he will be wise again.  Teach the righteous and he will increase his learning. 
 
Grammatical Points 
-- An example of synonymous parallelism (“the second segment of the parallelism repeats the same thought 
as the first segment in almost identical words” [Brug, 52]).  “The repetition intensifies the emotion and 
focuses the reader’s attention on the thoughts and feelings being expressed” (Brug, 53).   
 

Comments 
Solomon makes his second point:  wisdom benefits the wise.  The believer makes use of wisdom.  They 
benefit from instruction, they learn, they grow.  “Let the wise listen and add to their learning,” (Prov. 1:5). 
 
This is the wisdom of the new creation worked by the Spirit through the means of grace.  The new self sees 
the wisdom of God’s ways and the emptiness of the old ways.  A sea-change in attitude takes place.  Where 



once the mocker said, “I know it all, you can’t tell me anything,” the new man sings:  “The law of the LORD is 
perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts of 
the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart.  The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes.  
The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever.  The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether 
righteous.  They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey 
from the comb.  By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward” (Psalm 19:7-11). 
 
Not only does the new self see the God’s wisdom, but he also understands the total depravity of the little 
unbeliever inside of Him.  He will “increase his learning” as he ponders God’s perfect laws, leading him to 
confess His total dependence upon the true source and font of wisdom, the LORD, as he continues his song:  
“Who can discern his errors?  Forgive my hidden faults.  Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they 
not rule over me.  Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression.  May the words of my mouth and 
the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer” (Psalm 19:12-14). 
 
The encouragement to us is that faced with a flock full of wise men and women, they can’t be hurt by our 
constant repetition of God’s timeless truths.  Good things happen when God’s people are in God’s Word.  
They will grow in grace.  They will grow in knowledge.  Fruits will be produced.  Sometimes achingly slow, 
but sometimes heartracingly fast, for God’s promise is sure:  “The believer will learn and grow from Me, if 
only they see my Wisdom.”  Which means we must know what true wisdom is. 
 
Verse 10 

ה׃      ים ִּביָנֽ ַעת ְקדִֹׁש֣ ת ְיהָו֑ה ְוַד֖ ְכָמה ִיְרַא֣ ת ָח֭  ְּתִחַּל֣
The beginning of worship/fear/reverence is fear of the LORD; and knowledge/concern/understanding of 
the Holy is understanding. 
 
Grammatical Points 
-- An example of synthetic parallelism (“the second portion advances the thought of the first in some way.  
Two ideas together make up one greater idea” [Brug, 53].)   
-- There is also a chiasm within the chiasm:  A) The beginning of wisdom is B) fear of the LORD; B) 
knowledge of the Holy One is A) understanding, putting emphasis on the true nature of wisdom:  fear and 
understanding of the LORD, the Holy One.   
-- The two words for “understanding” and “wisdom” in verse 10 are really synonyms.  This isn’t speculative 
wisdom, like philosophy, it’s real, solid, concrete stuff.  It’s knowing the personal, holy, Triune God, knowing 
His character, and knowing that He calls us to follow Him.  So really, we’re dealing with faith. 
-- The word “fear” clearly doesn’t mean tremble in terror.  We’re talking about reverence, piety, and awe 
directed towards the LORD, in the Spirit of, “We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.” 
-- Gesenius calls “Holy One” (ים  .an example of the pluralis excellentiae (maiestatis) analogous to Elohim (ְקדִֹׁש֣
 

Comments 
Here is the middle of this pericope and the key verse of the text.  It takes us to the source of wisdom and 
knowledge.  It’s Solomon’s theme.  Go back to Solomon’s prologue:  “The fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline” (1:7).  It’s a theme elsewhere with Solomon.  “Fear 
God and keep His commandments, this is the whole duty of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). 
 
Wisdom begins, Solomon says, by fearing the LORD, and it doesn’t just begin with that, but knowing and 
understanding the Holy One IS understanding.  Here it is.  The answer to all the questions.  If you want to be 
wise, if you want to be smart, if you want to be in, hip, and cool, there’s only one place to begin:  “Fear the 
LORD.”  For in fearing the LORD, the Holy One, there is understanding. 
 



What’s to be gained?  Simply put, everything.  To fear (not tremble before, but rather reverence and awe in 
piety) the LORD is to worship the wonderful, majestic, timeless, independent, self-defining God who is true 
to His Word.  To fear the LORD is to bow before I AM, the covenant God who makes and keeps promises.  
To fear the LORD is also to know the LORD.  Fearing the LORD means understanding, knowing, 
comprehending who He is – the Holy One, He who is without stain, wrinkle, or blemish, He who hates 
corruption and sin, but loves His children.  Fear of the LORD means following Him wherever He leads, for I 
AM never takes us into harm and danger.  Fearing the LORD is also being ready to deal with the 
incomprehensible.  Look at God’s answer out of the whirlwind to Job and His friends (Job 38-40).  Did He 
give all the answer and details of His will and ways?  No.  He simply said, “I AM.  Trust in Me.  Follow Me.”  
For “all who follow His precepts have good understanding” (Psalm 111:10). 
 
But notice, Solomon says this is only the beginning of wisdom.  The author of the sermon study on this text 
writes, “The word ְּתִחָּלה, “beginning,” marks the first of things that will happen in a series. In other words, 

‘the fear of the LORD’ doesn’t encompass everything about wisdom, but it is a sort of sine qua non, a point of 
utmost importance that must be present before any other wisdom can be attained. It also assumes, then, that 
one will not stop at the fear of the Lord but that more features of godly wisdom will be pursued after one has 
been given the fear of the Lord. The fear of the Lord lays down a basic foundation upon which a knowledge 
and life of godly wisdom can be built” (op. cit., p. 297).  This points us to the wise man’s journey for full and 
complete understanding of God’s revelation.   
 
Which brings us to Christ.  Here is the end of the beginning.  Turning to the true God, fearing, trembling, 
and respecting the LORD of Sinai has no point and no purpose if it doesn’t culminate in Mt. Calvary.  Here’s 
where fearing the LORD ends.  If it doesn’t end here, then it isn’t truly fearing the LORD.  True wisdom will 
only be found through the Son, for anyone who has seen Jesus has seen the Father (John 14:9).  And seeing 
the Son is seeing Wisdom in action.  As Jesus prayed, “Now this is eternal life, that they may know the one 
you have sent” (John 17:3).  Jesus is the fullness of Wisdom, for He is the fullness of the Deity (Colossians 
2:9), and as Paul wrote, “My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they 
may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, 
Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:2-3).   
 
Which brings us to the place where Christ may be found – the Gospel.  The writer to the Hebrews says, “but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son” (Hebrews 1:2).  And we are assured that we hear His living 
voice in the living and active Word of God (Hebrews 4:12, Romans 10:17, Luke 10:16).  And through that 
Word we are made “wise for salvation” (2 Timothy 3:15) as we see Wisdom in the flesh.  And knowing the 
mocking nature inside of us, God doesn’t just leave us with the Wisdom of His Word.  He also gives us Jesus 
in the sacraments.  We are made just as wise through the waters of Baptism and the body and blood of 
Communion as we are when we ponder the written Wisdom of God.  For it’s all the same wisdom. 
 
And here’s the rub for God’s people.  They need to be connected to that Wisdom.  For it is nowhere else.  
It’s not in the TV’s, the video games, the sports sections, the movies, or nature.  It’s only in the means of 
grace.  Wisdom comes from the means of grace.  Wisdom grows through the means of grace.  And sadly, 
God’s people tend to eschew the means of grace, the only source of wisdom there is.  But we need to 
proclaim loudly to our hearts and theirs:  this is not the way the wise man acts.  To avoid habitually the means 
of grace is to be the mocker, the unbeliever.  As Walther put it, “However, the moment a person becomes a 
Christian, there arises in him a keen desire for the doctrine of Christ.  Even the most uncultured peasant who 
is still unconverted is suddenly roused in the moment of his conversion and begins to reflect on God and 
heaven, salvation and damnation, etc.  He becomes occupied with the highest problems of human life” (The 
Proper Distinction Between Law and Gospel, p. 13).   
 
We must ask if we as shepherds are as eager to be made wise as Walther would indicate we would be.  We 
must also ask our people the same.  For there are lasting benefits to being wise as God would have us. 



Verse 11 

י   ים׃ִּכי־ִב֭ 6֗ ְׁש֣נֹות ַחִּיֽ יפּו ְּל֝ י6 ְויֹוִס֥   ִיְרּ֣בּו ָיֶמ֑
For in/with/because of me will be numerous your days, and it will be added to you years of your life. 
 
Grammatical Points 
-- Another example of synonymous parallelism, that is, repetition for effect.   
 
Comments 
We’re an eminently practical nation.  We tend to ask, “What will I get out of it?”  God answers that question 
for us.  He points to the amazing benefit of true wisdom, wisdom based on fear of the LORD and trust in 
Christ.  The benefit?  Life. 
 
This sounds sort of like the Fourth Commandment, “It will go well with you, and you will enjoy long life on 
the earth.”  God says it, it must be so.  And it is.  We have every assurance from our LORD that being a 
believer brings with it life.  This doesn’t necessarily mean that every believer lives to be 100 and dies a natural 
death.  It is simply to say that believers live longer than they would have had they remained mockers.  We 
can’t really quantify it, we leave this in God’s hidden wisdom and majesty. 
 
But there’s another kind of life to be discussed here:  eternal life.  The end result of being wise in the way 
God calls us to be is a life without end in heaven:  “and that by believing you may have life in His name” 
(John 20:31).  “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;  and 
whoever lives and believes in me will never die” (John 11:25-26). 
 
Here Solomon has returned to the second thought in his chiastic structure.  Wisdom brings more wisdom and 
along with that blessings.  And the blessing of fearing the LORD and understanding the Holy One is that we 
begin to gain that eternal perspective.  We begin to put behind us more and more the old ways of sin and 
clothe ourselves in the new self given in Baptism.  We begin to look evermore heavenward, meaning it when 
we sing, “I’m but a stranger here, heaven is my home!”  For we will know, in our Spirit-brought wisdom, that 
it’s no longer about this life, but the life to come.  The blessing, the true blessing of being a believer is having 
the crushing weight and burden, not only of sin, but of everything else that this world has and is, taken from 
us.  Our fingers will be loosed from this life and we will say with joy, “Come, Lord Jesus!  To live is Christ, to 
die is gain!  I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far!” 
 
Verse 12 

א׃      ַבְּד6֥ ִתָּׂשֽ ְצָּת ְלֽ ַל֗ 9 ְו֝ ְמָּת ָּל֑ ַכְמָּת ָחַכ֣ ִאם־ָח֭  

If you are wise, you are wise for you, and [if] you’re mocking, you alone will carry it. 
 
Grammatical Points 
-- Another example of antithetical parallelism.   
--“Sometimes the force of a hypothetical particle extends beyond the apodosis to a second conditional clause” 
(G-K, 159ff). 
 
Comments 
Solomon returns to his first thought:  the wise and the mockers respond radically different to God’s wisdom.  
But there’s a new twist added here:  If you’re wise, you’ll be blessed.  If you mock, you’ll have to deal with it. 
 
What a crushing blow to the sinful ego.  God says, in no uncertain terms, wisdom will only benefit the wise, 
mockers will be left out in the cold.  “Now stop your mocking, or your chains will become heavier” (Isaiah 
28:22).  And this isn’t just talking about temporal burdens.  God promises that there will be no relief from the 



eternal burden of sin for the mocker:  “The soul who sins is the one who will die. The son will not share the 
guilt of the father, nor will the father share the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous man will 
be credited to him, and the wickedness of the wicked will be charged against him” (Ezekiel 18:20). 
 
Solomon encourages us to carry out proper law and gospel ministry in our lives.  He reminds us of the radical 
differences between the unbeliever (the mocker – who still resides in each Christian’s heart) and the believer 
(the wise man – who also, by the work of the Holy Spirit also resides in each Christian’s heart).  He points us 
to the need for knowledge and wisdom:  only through wisdom will we receive more wisdom, blessings, and 
life (here and in heaven).  And finally, he points us to the source of true wisdom:  the LORD.  That’s where 
we begin, with fear of the LORD.  That is the number one priority in our lives, which means the number one 
priority in our lives is to go where the LORD is found – Word, Water, Meal.  It’s the constant refrain of the 
pastor in the pulpit, the teacher in the classroom, the father at the family altar.  It’s the constant refrain of the 
LORD:   “Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near” (Isaiah 55:6), “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).  There’s wisdom! 
 

Theme and Parts  
God’s Word is Worth Your Time (v10) 

1. It Makes You Wise (vv. 8-9) 
2. It Gives You Life (vv. 11-12) 

 
Start with Jesus (v10) 

1. He makes you wise (vv 8-9) 
2. He gives you life (vv. 11-12) 

 
Where to begin?  

Oops – so much to do, where to start? 
Ugh – Very quickly we see how little time we’ve devoted to the Word, we’ve become the mockers 
Aha – I’m so confused, and there’s so much to get through, I can’t possibly understand it, except He 
says that He instructs us and gives us Wisdom, and then… 
Whee – that wisdom is wisdom “for salvation” and grows upon itself, it’s like compound interest! 
Yeah – When I have the Word I have what I need!  All the riches of wisdom and knowledge are 
found in Christ and He is found in the Word! 

 
Theme and Parts from NPH Sermon Studies 

 
Consider the Ways of the Mocker and the Wise 

1.     Consider how they both take correction. (vv. 8-9) 
2.     Consider the source of all wisdom. (v. 10) 
3.     Consider the rewards of both. (vv. 11-12) 
 

The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom 
1.     Learn the lesson. (vv. 8–10) 
2.     Receive the reward. (vv. 10–12) 
 

Know What the Wise Man Knows 
1.     He doesn’t know it all. (vv. 8-9) 
2.     He needs to know the Lord. (v. 10) 
3.     He can know a rewarding life. (vv. 11-12) 

 


