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 Following on the footsteps of a message of judgment and salvation, a call to repentance and 
a description of the LORD’s majestic grace (Isaiah 65:1-16), the prophet Isaiah delivers another of 
the LORD’s oracles to His people, to His faithful remnant.  This oracle describes a creation of the 
LORD, the creation of a new heavens and a new earth.  This new heavens and new earth will be a 
place of peace and joy and prosperity for God’s people.  But is this a description of an earthly or a 
heavenly reality?  Is this describing the life of the remnant of Israel returning to Judah, the life of the 
Church of God in the Church militant, or eternal life in heaven for the Church triumphant? 
 
Isaiah 65:17-19 

א ַתֲעֶל�יָנה      17 �ֹ �ת ְול אֹׁשנ� �ְרָנה� ָהִר� א ִתָּזַכ �ֹ ִים ֲחָדִׁש�ים ָוָא�ֶרץ ֲחָדָׁש�ה ְול א ָׁשַמ� י'ִהְנִנ�י ב�ֵר$ ִּכ)
ב*  ַעל'ֵל)

א ֶאת'ְירּוָׁשַל$ִם ִּגיָל�ה ְוַעָּמ�     18 י ב�ֵר/ 1 ִהְנִנ0 �י ב�ֵר�א ִּכי ר ֲאִנ ד ֲאֶׁש� � ֲעֵדי'ַע� �ילּו י'ִאם'ִׂש�יׂשּו ְוִג ּה ִּכ)
�ׂש*  ָמׂש)

ה*     19 �ל ְזָעָק) �ל ְּבִכ�י ְוק� �ד ק� ע ָּבּה� ע� א'ִיָּׁשַמ� (ֹ י ִבירּוָׁשַל�ִם ְוַׂשְׂשִּת�י ְבַעִּמ�י ְול  ְוַגְלִּת�

 
17 For behold [I am] creating heavens, new, and earth, new; and they will not be remembered, the first things, and 
they will not go up upon the heart.   
18 But rather, be pleased and rejoice until forever, at what I am creating.  For behold, [I am] creating Jerusalem, an 
object of rejoicing, and her people a joy.   
19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem and I will be pleased in my people; and it will not be heard in her any longer the 
voice of weeping and the voice of lament. 
 

 The LORD makes use of the emphatic particle (ִהֵּנה) in verse 17 to draw our attention to 
this proclamation.  “Behold!” He cries out, something incredible and impressive is taking place here.  

The LORD is creating (א  What is He creating?  New heavens and a new earth, for “the old  .(ב�ֵר$

has gone, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17).  He uses repetition to drive this home.  It’s not 
enough to say “I am creating new heavens and earth,” but rather, He proclaims, “I am creating 
heavens – new ones – and earth – a new one!”  This serves to draw our attention to the 
completeness of the LORD’s restoration of creation.  He is not limiting Himself in any way.  The 

phrase “they will not go up upon the heart” (ב  is an idiomatic way of saying, “They (ַתֲעֶל�יָנה ַעל'ֵל)

will not think of these things anymore.” 
 And this is not something to be feared.  In verse 18 the LORD assures His remnant of 
faithful that this is a good act on His part.  “Be pleased and rejoice until forever.”  Isaiah uses qal 

imperatives (ילּו�  ,which Gesenius-Kautzsch notes “express a distinct assurance” (G-K 110c (ִׂש�יׂשּו ְוִג

page 324).  Note also the length of the rejoicing – “until forever” (ד  This is not a  .(ֲעֵדי'ַע�
temporary restoration.  It is “for good, eternal, for ever and ever, continual, always, an unlimited 
duration of time, without end” (Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains, Libronix 
Resource).  And again, the LORD uses the emphatic particle to draw our attention to what He’s 
creating, “Jerusalem, an object of rejoicing, and her people a joy.”  Not only is the LORD creating 
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some new substance, He’s creating a new attitude.  This people that had been lamenting “by the 
rivers of Babylon” (Psalm 137:1), devastated by their separation from the LORD, are now restored 
to a perfect relationship with their God and Savior.  Note this same chord of eternal rejoicing at the 
LORD’s coming and righteous judgment of the world in Psalm 98. 
 And not only will the people be happy who have been restored to Jerusalem, but “I will 
rejoice in Jerusalem and I will be pleased in my people” (v19).  The LORD will look and see His 
people and be glad.  These are not the “obstinate people who walk in ways not good, pursuing their 
own imaginations” (65:2).  These are “my servants” and “my chosen people” (65:9).  And the 
LORD is pleased because not only are these His chosen people, restored to His holy city for 
eternity, but He no longer has to look on in pain as His people suffer, for “it will not be heard in her 
longer the voice of weeping and the voice of lament” (v19). 
 But what is being described?  What will be created anew?  Is it an earthly restoration?  Is it a 
heavenly restoration?  One can’t help but immediately run to Revelation 21 as they read these words.  
There the apostle John receives a vision of heaven and says, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  I 
saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband” (21:1-2).   And the loud voice of the LORD proclaims, “Now 
the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them.  They will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them and be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be 
no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away” (21:3-4).  
Later, the Lord speaks again, “I am making everything new” (21:5).  Read also from Peter’s second 
letter, as he describes the end times, “The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be 
destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare….That day will bring about the 
destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.  But in keeping with his 
promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness” (2 
Peter 3:10, 12b-13).  The incredible similarity in language and content between this portion of Isaiah 
and these two New Testament words from John and Peter make it hard to argue against interpreting 
this section as referring to the glories of the Church triumphant in heaven (cf. Pieper’s comments on 
vv17-19 listed below). 
 Yet we need not leave Isaiah to see pictures similar to this being described.  In Isaiah 11, the 
prophet describes the coming Root of Jesse, and portrays all the new relationships that will be born:  
“The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat…for the earth will be full 
of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea” (11:6, 9).  In Isaiah 25, the banquet of 
the LORD is described, a feast for His people, “the best of meats, the finest of wines” (25:6), and 
the best part of this feast is the LORD’s saving work that He carries out:  “On this mountain he will 
destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; he will swallow up 
death forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the 
disgrace of his people from all the earth” (25:7-8).  Read also the closing words of the prophet:  “’As 
the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me,’ declares the LORD, ‘so will 
your name and descendants endure. From one New Moon to another and from one Sabbath to 
another, all mankind will come and bow down before me,’ says the LORD. ‘And they will go out and 
look upon the dead bodies of those who rebelled against me; their worm will not die, nor will their 
fire be quenched, and they will be loathsome to all mankind’” (66:22-24).  Throughout the book of 
Isaiah, the LORD has interwoven descriptions of how He will save His people from earthly exile, 
but also how He will bring His people, His Church, safely into the new heaven, the New Jerusalem.  
And while there are certainly glimpses of the earthly restoration to be seen in these verses from 
Isaiah 65, our vision is raised to the eternal perfections of heaven. 
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Isaiah 65:20 

ּות  ַער ֶּבן'ֵמָא�ה ָׁשָנה� ָימ� �י ַהַּנ= א'ְיַמֵּל�א ֶאת'ָיָמ�יו ִּכ (ֹ ר ל ן ֲאֶׁש� ּול ָיִמים� ְוָזֵק� ��ד ע ם ע= ה ִמָּׁש? לֹא'ִי)ְהֶי0
ל* ה ָׁשָנ�ה ְיֻקָּל) א ֶּבן'ֵמָא�  ְוַה�ח�ֶט�

 
20 There will not be from there any longer a nursing infant of days and an old [one] who will not fill up his days; for 
the boy, a son of a hundred years will die, and the one sinning, a son of a hundred years, will be accursed. 
 

 The LORD continues His description of the new heavens and the new earth, using the 
analogy of death to describe just how different these new kingdoms will be.  The challenge with this 
verse is trying to understand just exactly how these pictures are being used.  In contrast to the 
following verses which are very specific and very complete in their syntactical construction, this 
verse is very elliptical, and so provides challenges for the exegete.   
 The LORD says that no longer will an infant die suddenly (all the translations take it this 
way).  There will be no more SIDS.  Nor will there be an adult who dies suddenly, whose life is cut 
short.  But these are interpretations of the elliptical constructions.  The literal translation provided 
above doesn’t exactly say that.  It says that the infant and old man will “fill up his days.”  It is 
necessary to “fill in the blanks” so to speak. 
 The next example refers to the age of people in this new city.  It says that anyone who dies 

under the age of 100 is accursed.  There is a debated word in this verse (א  The NIV  .(ְוַה�ח�ֶט�

translates this qal participle “he who fails to reach.”  The NASB follows that translation, though 
both the NIV and NASB offer a footnote with the translation of “the sinner who reaches.”  The 
KJV translates it, “the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed.”  The New Living 
Translation offers, “Only sinners will die that young.”  The NRSV tries to cut the middle by saying, 
“one who falls short of a hundred will be accursed.”  Strong’s Enhanced Lexicon points out that it is 
most commonly translated in the KJV with the connotation of sinfully missing the mark (Libronix 
Resource).  This possible reference to a “sinner” is hard to reconcile if we’re going to say that this 
text is referring to the Church triumphant in the New Jerusalem of eternal life in heaven, for without 
a doubt there are no sinners in heaven! 
 The simplest explanation is to remember that Isaiah is using picture language to describe 
spiritual realities.  We need not interpret or have a parallel for each and every detail of this oracle of 
the LORD.  What we must do is understand the point that the LORD is making.  And that point is 
that in the new heavens and the new earth there will be no more death.  Recall that at the beginning 
of the world, people were living for extraordinary amounts of time, up to 969 years (Genesis 5:1-32).  
Already by Abraham’s time spans of life were shortening.  Life became such a short thing that 
Moses wrote, “The length of our days is seventy years – or eighty, if we have the strength” (Psalm 
90:10).  Thus, the curse of sin had severely shortened the long life potential of mankind.  In fact, 
people are only living about eight percent as long as they had in Adam’s time.  Not only were life 
spans shortened, but sometimes drastically so.  Infants were dying in the cradle or suddenly over 
night after just days and weeks of life on earth.  This horrible tragedy demonstrated clearly the 
effects of sin in this world.  Not so in the new heavens and the new earth!  In God’s new heavenly 
kingdom there will be no sudden infant deaths, nor will there be deaths at the age we expect people 
to die, that is, at seventy or eighty years old.  Rather, someone who doesn’t live until one hundred 
will be considered accursed!  This is the picture that Isaiah uses (cf. quotations from Oswalt on verse 
20 included below). 
 Again, one could counter, “Well, there isn’t sin in heaven, nor is there death.  Isaiah seems to 
say that people will die in heaven.”  Keep in mind the picture.  Isaiah is saying that what we have 
come to expect as commonplace on this earth – tragic infant deaths and a life of about seventy or 
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eighty years – will no longer happen in heaven.  That there will be no more death was indicated in 
verse 19 when the LORD said that in the New Jerusalem “the voice of weeping” and “the voice of 
lament” will not be heard.  These are terms that refer to mourning, an act that often accompanied 
death (cf. Mark 5 and the account of the death and resurrection of Jairus’ daughter). 
 Note that Pieper sees this as a reference to the Church militant (cf. Pieper quotes below).  
Pieper sees temporal and spiritual items being mixed and mingled in these verses.  Braun too, in the 
People’s Bible, makes a division between verses.  He draws the picture of a mansion with a walled 
courtyard.  The mansion is heaven, the home of the Church triumphant.  The walled courtyard is the 
kingdom of grace where dwells the Church militant.  Old Testament prophets couldn’t or didn’t 
always distinguish between the two and so details are mingled and mixed.   
 
Isaiah 65:21-22 

ּו ִּפְרָי)ם*     21 ים ְוָאְכל� ּו ְכָרִמ� ים ְוָיָׁש�בּו ְוָנְטע� ּו ָבִּת�  ּוָבנ�

ּו      22 ם ְיַבּל� ה ְיֵדיֶה� י ּוַמֲעֵׂש� י'ִכיֵמ�י ָהֵעץ� ְיֵמ�י ַעִּמ� �ל ִּכ) ּו ְוַאֵח�ר יֹאֵכ א ִיְּטע� �ֹ ב ל א ִיְבנּו� ְוַאֵח�ר ֵיֵׁש� �ֹ ל
י*  ְבִחיָר)

 
21 And they will make houses and they will inhabit them; and they will plant vineyards and they will eat fruits. 
22 They will not build and another will dwell, they will not plant and another will eat, for as the days of the tree, the 
days of my people, and the works of their hands they will long enjoy, my chosen. 
 

 Now the LORD describes in positive terms the life of His people in the new heavens and 
the new earth.  And in stark contrast to verse 20, which, as noted, was very elliptical in nature, verses 
21-22 are very thorough and complete, almost repetitious.  In contrast to the very difficult syntax 
and grammar of verse 20, verses 21 and 22 are very easy and very clear to translate.  And this ease 
and completeness serves to emphasize the point of this pericope:  the old is gone, the new has come. 
 In the book of Deuteronomy, the LORD, through Moses, announced to Israel what would 
be the curses if they abandoned and forsook Him:   
 

You will be pledged to be married to a woman, but another will take her and ravish 
her. You will build a house, but you will not live in it. You will plant a vineyard, but 
you will not even begin to enjoy its fruit.  Your ox will be slaughtered before your 
eyes, but you will eat none of it. Your donkey will be forcibly taken from you and 
will not be returned. Your sheep will be given to your enemies, and no one will 
rescue them.  Your sons and daughters will be given to another nation, and you will 
wear out your eyes watching for them day after day, powerless to lift a hand.  A 
people that you do not know will eat what your land and labor produce, and you will 
have nothing but cruel oppression all your days.  The sights you see will drive you 
mad. (Deuteronomy 28:30-34)   

 
This is a description of the plundering of Israel by God’s enemies and the eventual exile of God’s 
people into Assyria and Babylon.  This is what Isaiah’s audience had been struggling with for the 
past 100 years or so.  They have seen their finest young men taken into the service of the king of 
Babylon (cf. Daniel and his three friends).  They have seen all their food used to feed the armies of 
Nebuchadnezzar.  They have seen their homes inhabited by the various peoples the Assyrians and 
Babylonians sent back to repopulate the lands of Israel and Judah.  But no more.  
 In the new heavens and the new earth the LORD’s people will never be assaulted in this way 
again.  In fact, they will be the rulers over those who had oppressed them:  “Aliens will shepherd 
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your flocks; foreigners will work your fields and vineyards.  And you will be called priests of the 
LORD, you will be named ministers of our God. You will feed on the wealth of nations, and in their 
riches you will boast.  Instead of their shame my people will receive a double portion, and instead of 
disgrace they will rejoice in their inheritance; and so they will inherit a double portion in their land, 
and everlasting joy will be theirs” (Isaiah 61:5-7). 
 What will life be like for God’s people?  They will build and plant and eat for themselves.  

What they set out to make, of that they will enjoy the fruits.  God’s chosen (v22, י  will live in (ְבִחיָר)
peace and joy in God’s new heavens and new earth.  No enemy will disturb them.  No thief will 
come into their tent.  No avaricious tyrant will come and demand tribute.  What belongs to God’s 

people, “they will long enjoy” (piel imperfect, ּו  ,Driving home the point with another picture   .(ְיַבּל�

the LORD says it will be like the lifespan of a tree that the people will enjoy these things.  Trees 
routinely live hundreds of years, and there are trees known to have survived for thousands of years 
(cf. http://www.sonic.net/bristlecone/intro.html for a description of a 4,600 year old tree).  Again, 
the picture is that of the incomprehensible length of eternal enjoyment over against the by-then 
well-known span of sinful life, the new compared to the old.  
 And what will God’s people enjoy in the new heavens and the new earth?  The picture Isaiah 
uses is a domestic one.  To people, not just Jews in the centuries before Christ, but all people of all 
time, the most important assurance they can have is that they will be taken care of.  If a man can be 
certain that his family will eat and be clothed, that the bills are paid, then he can live in comfort, then 
he can sleep peacefully at night.  If he knows that his house, family, and possessions are secure, that 
no thief will break in or that the IRS will come and repossess them, then he is satisfied.  God says 
that in the new heavens there will be no such worries.  They are taken care of completely and totally.  
Because “the former things will not be remembered.”  There will be no thoughts of unpaid bills, of 
bill collectors, of famines, of hunger, of drought, of thieves, of rising prices for gas and heat and 
electricity.  None of these things will be, because God’s chosen people are His delight.  They have 
been picked and chosen, “blessed of the LORD” (v23).  And this has come about because of the 
work of the Servant described in chapters 42, 49, 50, 53, and 61.  The Servant has delivered God’s 
people from oppression.  He has proclaimed to them the message of God’s forgiveness, 
righteousness, and peace.  He has carried out the work required to win that forgiveness, 
righteousness, and peace:  He was stricken, smitten, and afflicted for the world on Calvary’s cross.  
He interceded on behalf of the nations with the LORD God and the LORD accepted His 
intercession.  And so the Servant, Jesus Christ, can preach good news to the poor, as he proclaims 
“the year of the LORD’s favor…to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in 
Zion – to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.  They will be called oaks of 
righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor” (61:1-3).  All of this was 
portrayed vividly and beautifully for the apostle John in his revelation.  For there the LORD showed 
just what He intended with the pictures that He used in verses 21-22: 
 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the 
city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, 
yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations.  No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will 
be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his face, and his name 
will be on their foreheads.  There will be no more night. They will not need the light 
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of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will 
reign for ever and ever. (Revelation 22:1-5) 

 
Isaiah 65:23-24 

א ִי)יְגעּו� ָלִר�     23 �ֹ ם*ל ם ִאָּת) ָּמה ְוֶצֱאָצֵאיֶה� ַרע ְּברּוֵכ�י ְיהָוה� ֵה� �י ֶז? ּו ַלֶּבָהָל�ה ִּכ א ֵיְלד� �ֹ  יק ְול

ע*     24 ים ַוֲאִנ�י ֶאְׁשָמ) ם ְמַדְּבִר� �ד ֵה� �ה ע$ �י ֶאֱעֶנ אּו ַוֲאִנ ֶרם'ִיְקָר�  ְוָהָי�ה ֶט)

 
23 They will not toil for emptiness, and they will not bear children for terror; for the seed is being blessed of the 
LORD, they and their descendants with them. 
24 And it will be before they will call and I will answer; again, they are speaking and I will hear. 
 

 The picture of life in the new heavens and the new earth continues.  Now it combines the 
two pictures used above, the one referring to life and death (v20) and the one referring to domestic 
tranquility (vv21-22).  And it is capped off by saying that the LORD is right on top of taking care of 
His people. 
 “They will not toil for emptiness,” is a repetition of the previous verses.  The work of God’s 
people will not go for naught.  They will not build a house to have it lived in by another.   This is the 
resurrection comfort offered by the apostle Paul, “Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm.  Let 
nothing move you.  Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that 
your labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58).   Nothing that is yours will be taken 
from you, because no one, not the devil, not the world, has the power to wrestle it away. 
 “…and they will not bear children for terror.”  This has the double thought that children 
born to God’s people need not fear the terror of invasion and conquest, nor need they fear sudden 
death in the cradle.  For there is no more weeping or lamenting, for there is no more death and pain 
and sin.  Why?  “For the seed is being blessed of the LORD, they and their descendants with them.”  

The use of the word “seed” (ַרע  always brings to mind the connection to the promise of the (ֶז?

coming Savior (Genesis 3:15).  Here the reference though is particularly to the children of God’s 
people, their offspring.  The point of these pictures is that of the pictures above, the children and 
grandchildren of God’s children are blessed and need fear nothing.  In heaven there is no fear.  And 
amazingly, God has offered us this same promise for this life in the Church militant:  “This is what 
the LORD says— he who made you, who formed you in the womb, and who will help you: Do not 
be afraid, O Jacob, my servant, Jeshurun, whom I have chosen.  For I will pour water on the thirsty 
land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, and my blessing on 
your descendants” (Isaiah 44:1-3).  We have the Spirit of God in our lives through the Gospel in 
Word and Sacrament.  We have our Lord Jesus Christ with us as we walk alone or in groups 
(Matthew 18:20, 28:20).  And in heaven that relationship will be perfect and complete.  We will not 
see the back of our Lord, as did Moses, but we will see Him face to face, as John noted in 
Revelation 22. 
 Verse 24 is an incredible promise of God in addition to the comforts offered by His 
description of the new heavens and earth.  He assures us of our instant ability to communicate with 
our God and His willingness and ability to hear, even before we are finished speaking.  This is a 
description of our prayer life here on earth as well as our perfect communion with God in heaven 
(and thus here we can see the truth in Pieper’s idea that the earthly and heavenly can be mingled in 
the prophet’s words).  
 The parallelism of this verse is beautiful as well.  It is synthetic parallelism, building on itself, 
enhancing and emphasizing the meaning of God’s promise:  You pray, I hear!  You speak, I listen!  
You think it, I’ve already registered it!  What a God!  When Isaiah says in chapter 55, “Seek the 
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LORD while He may be found, call on Him while He is near” (v6), he emphasizes that we dare not 
despise God’s gracious Word and Sacraments, His presence among us, as we live in our time of 
grace on earth.  In this verse God says that in the new heavens and the new earth, for His people, 
He is never not to be found, He is always near.  This is a promise for us now; this is a wonderful 
description of our perfect communion in heaven.  He exemplified this ability to answer before 
calling when he answered the prayer of Abraham’s servant for a wife for Isaac (Genesis 24:10-15, 
45).  Jesus assured us that our “Father knows what you need before you ask him” (Matthew 6:8).  
We need fear nothing on earth, for our Lord is with us and hears the prayers of His people.  And in 
the glories of heaven it will be an even closer union, for we “will see his face” (Revelation 22:4). 
 
Isaiah 65:25 

עּו      25 א'ָיֵר/ (ֹ � ל �ׁש ָעָפ�ר ַלְחמ ֶבן ְוָנָח� אַכל'ֶּת� (ֹ ד ְוַאְרֵיה� ַּכָּבָק�ר י ּו ְכֶאָח= ה ִיְרע� ב ְוָטֶל? ְזֵא0
ר ְיהָו)ה* ס ר ָקְדִׁש�י ָאַמ� א'ַיְׁשִח$יתּו ְּבָכל'ַה� (ֹ  ְול

 
25 The wolf and the lamb will graze as one, and the lion, like cattle, will eat straw.  And the serpent, dust is his 
bread.  They will not do wickedness and they will not destroy on all the mountain, my holy one,” says the LORD. 
 

 The LORD uses one final picture to describe His new heavens and new earth.  Not only will 
death and crying and pain be erased for His people, not only will there be total and complete 
domestic tranquility and peace, but even the animal kingdom will be at peace.  Predators and prey 
will lay together as friends.  The carnivore will become a herbivore.  The relationship between 
animals and between man and animals will be restored to its Edenic perfection – total communion 
and harmony. 
 Again, like verses 21-22, the grammar and syntax of these verses is pretty straightforward.  
There are no real challenges to the translation of the text, leaving us only to interpret it. 
 These words are very close to the words of Isaiah 11:6-8.  There the LORD uses similar 
pictures to describe life in the kingdom of God, when the shoot comes up from the stump of Jesse.  
This prophecy is Messianic in nature and describes the coming of Jesus Christ.  The point of the 
picture:  the Messiah brings peace.  But this peace is not world peace.  Jesus Himself tells us that.  
“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth.  I did not come to bring peace, but a 
sword” (Matthew 10:34).  This is the mistake of the theology of glory, which expects Christ to 
establish an earthly kingdom for His people, which expects poverty, and hunger, and disease to be 
eradicated, which expects the lion to lay with the lamb on this earth, in this time.  The Father never 
promises that.  Christ the Son never promises that.  His kingdom is not of this world (John 18:36).  
He promises that “we must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). 
 Yet Jesus has “overcome the world” (John 16:33).  He has brought peace.  The LORD 
prophesied through Isaiah: “In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established 
as chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it…. 
They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not 
take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore” (Isaiah 11:2, 5).  But again, this is 
not worldly peace (read Matthew 24-25 to be clear that all will go on as it has, violently, to the end).  
This is spiritual peace.  In God’s Church there is peace of conscience, for we hear of the saving 
blood of Christ.  There is peace of mind for we hear that we are citizens of heaven.  There is peace 
among brothers and sisters, for we hear that in the eyes of God we are equal.  This is “Mount 
Zion…the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God” (Hebrews 12:22). 
 And this peace is made most perfect in heaven.  In heaven, on God’s holy mountain, “the 
city with foundations whose architect and builder is God” (Hebrews 11:10) for which the patriarchs 
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and heroes of faith waited breathlessly, there is no weeping or lamenting (v19).  This fulfillment is 
found in the New Jerusalem of Revelation 21-22, the new heavens and new earth described by Peter. 
 And while the saints of God enjoy the pleasures and eternal bliss and perfection of the new 
heavens and new earth, the serpent will continue to suffer his punishment.  For in the Garden of 
Eden the LORD spoke to the serpent saying, “You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all 
the days of your life” (Genesis 3:14).  That will not change when the new heavens and the new earth 
are created.  There is no hope of repentance for the devil and his angels.  Nor will there be any 
rejudging of others who rejected Christ and died.  “Man is destined to die once, and after that to 
face judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). 
  
 
 These verses from Isaiah are an incredible word of comfort for God’s people.  In the midst 
of the pain and troubles of the world, we have the promise and assurance of new heavens and a new 
earth that will be nothing like what we are experiencing today.  In fact, “the former things will not 
be remembered” (v17, NIV).  In these verses the LORD uses Isaiah to comfort His remnant with a 
brief glimpse of the eternal glories of heaven.  He frames His snapshot in pictures that His people 
can understand.  He uses the old wineskins of our experiences and fills it with the new wine of His 
grace.  Thus, at times the wineskins are bursting at the seams to hold God’s meaning.  This is 
especially evident in verse 20, as God tries to explain how our earthly lives are a pale, pale shadow of 
our heavenly eternities where there will be no more death, or crying, or pain. 
 This text is the Old Testament lesson for Saints Triumphant in Year C of the ILCW 
lectionary and the historic one-year lectionary, and for good reason.  It assures us that those who 
have gone on before us are not hanging out in some sort of dreary limbo, or being purified in 
purgatory.  The saints who have gone before us are enjoying the eternal glories and joys of total and 
perfect communion with God.  This total and perfect communion will be ours when we die, or 
before we die when our Lord Jesus returns in glory, in the clouds, to take us to heaven with Him. 
 Far from being some esoteric prophecy couched in difficult terms suitable only for study by 
the most theologically astute, these words from the pen of Isaiah through the breath of the Holy 
Spirit offer the most incredible comfort for the Christian in whatever situation he or she finds 
themselves.  Are you filled with worry over the world situation?  Look to this new heaven where 
there is no weeping or lamenting.  Are you nervous about the birth of a child, or about the sickness 
of an aged parent?  Relieve that nervousness by seeing the kingdom prepared for God’s children, old 
and young.  Have you recently lost a family member, young or old?   Then see that God has taken 
care of that beloved family member, and has a mansion prepared for him and for you in the new 
heavens and the new earth!  Proclaim these words boldly, for they are the LORD’s!  “Be glad and 
rejoice forever” (v18a, NIV)!  You can, because of the Servant who suffered for you, who opened 
up the gates of the new heavens and new earth and says, “Come, enter, stay.”   
 
“The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’  And let him who hears say, ‘Come!’  Whoever is 
thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life” 

(Revelation 22:17). 
 
 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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• They said what…?  Selected comments from selected commentaries 
 
August Pieper, Isaiah II, Milwaukee: NPH, 1979 
 
Verses 17-19 
“The whole is a graphic description of the new order of things which the Lord will institute.  
However, as is generally true of the prophecy of the future kingdom of God, time and eternity, New 
Testament glory and heavenly glory are not sharply distinguished.  Moreover, the details of the 
description are so obviously such as are perceptible by the senses, that it is clear that these are not to 
be considered and interpreted individually, but purely as impressive elements of the general picture” 
(675). 
 
“The one great thought that everywhere shines through brightly is the banishment of all evil and 
sorrow, after the godless have been destroyed, cf. verse 15” (675). 
 
Verses 20-21 
“Without further ado the description turns to concrete details of the temporal New Testament 
kingdom of the Messiah” (676). 
 
“God’s patience with sinners and with the ungodly, even in the still imperfect order of things, will be 
doubled, tripled, be tenfold what it had been, yes, will be endlessly increased….One of the chief 
differences between the economy of the Old Testament and that of the New Testament is the 
almost total suspension of the sudden and immediate intervention of the God of grace against 
believers who fall into sin and commit crime, against nations and generations laden with guilt and 
stained with blood, and a world that is steadily growing more blasphemous and godless” (677). 
 
Verses 24-25 
“In passages such as this, the prophet always has the ideal before his eyes.  Being a poet, he gives his 
imagination free rein; he writes for people with childlike feelings, whose thoughts express 
themselves in vivid concrete terms; and finally, the prophet does not always make a distinction 
between the kingdom of God in the New Testament and the eternal kingdom of glory” (679). 
 
“Verses 17-20 speak chiefly of the perfect kingdom of eternity; verses 20-25 have predominantly to 
do with the still imperfect kingdom of the Messiah in the New Testament” (680). 
 
Martin Luther, Lectures on Isaiah, Luther’s Works, American Edition, volume 17 
 
Verse 18 
“Then we shall see what we cannot now receive with the mind.  Now, while we are in the sack and 
skin, we cannot do it.  The kingdom of Christ is not to be found there, but it rises to another place, 
where sense is not, but where faith is.  So if I should feel sin, death, and evil and nothing good in my 
flesh, I must nevertheless believe in the kingdom of Christ.  For the kingdom of Christ does not 
have its place in the senses.  The treasure lies in the certainty of life.  Feelings of despair and 
afflictions have to do with the sack, for they are done externally.  Therefore whoever is tormented in 
his feeling by sin and death, let him rise again in the Word and kingdom of Christ and say, ‘My 
Christ lives.’” 
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John Braun, People’s Bible Isaiah 40-66, Milwaukee: NPH, 2001 
 
“What the Lord describes here mixes the New Testament church in this world with the church 
triumphant in eternity.  Old Testament prophets often viewed the future without distinctly 
specifying the first or second coming of the Messiah” (386-387). 
 
“One precious thought should not escape our attention.  Not only will God’s people rejoice, but 
God himself will rejoice over his people.  In heaven he will delight in his faithful” (387). 
 
“We must be careful not to force this passage beyond its meaning.  God tells us that the New 
Testament believers would come under his care and protection.  Yet at times, he does allow young 
men and women who are part of his New Testament church to die suddenly.  Even infants among 
God’s faithful people die and pass from the courtyard into the mansion.  Remember that God’s 
ways are not our ways, and we do not always understand why he does things.  Isaiah had also 
written, ‘The righteous perish, and no one ponders it in his heart; devout men are taken away, and 
no one understands that the righteous are taken away to be spared from evil’ (57:1).  God does not 
promise here that every believer will live to the ripe old age of 100 but that every believer in the 
church ‘is blessed by the LORD’ and comes under his special watchful eye.  He will work in all 
things for the good of all those who love him (Romans 8:28)” (388). 
 
John Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah, chapters 40-66, NICOT, Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmann’s, 
1998 
 
Verse 17 
“If deliverance from Babylon would be the kind of new thing that only the Creator could do, so also 
only that Creator who spoke creation into existence in the first place has the power to create new 
heavens and a new earth, where sin and its works have no more dominion over us (Romans 6:14)” 
(656). 
 
Oswalt speaks of the millennial kingdom as part of Isaiah’s prophecy, so watch out as he interprets 
“new heavens and new earth” (656). 
 
Verse 18 
“The very nature of Jerusalem will be gladness, and the nature of her people will be joy” (657). 
 
Verse 19 
“This verse expresses one of the loveliest thoughts in the book.  Zion will be a joy not only to itself 
but also to God.  If he were in time, what a sense of anticipation he would have:  the Jerusalem that 
had so often been a source of grief and disgust and rage should instead one day bring him nothing 
but joy.  The picture is that of a parent for whom there is no greater joy than the innocent joy of the 
children, or of a bridegroom who can think of no greater joy in the world than to look at his beloved 
and bask in her looks of love” (657-658). 
 
“Why will God take joy in us?  Because tears and cries of distress, those works of sin (Isa. 24:8-12; 
65:14), will be forever gone (25:8; 35:10; Rev. 7:7; 21:4).  From Gen. 3 onward, he has been working 
toward this day, a day when what was marred in creation will be fully restored.  He will rejoice 
because his compassionate heart will no longer be wrenched and torn by those things that wrench 
and tear at ours.  The figures for these sorrows in the following verses are taken from the pages of 
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every person’s experience of this fallen world:  untimely death, futile work, impermanence and 
upheaval, children born to tragedy.  Someday all that will change, and God rejoices for us that it is 
coming” (658). 
 
Verse 20 
“These examples simply illustrate all those things that cause sorrow, and they are used to show that 
such conditions will not exist in the new heavens and earth” (658). 
 
“The general sense is to say that one of the causes for earthly sorrow, untimely death, will not apply.  
Thus no nursing infant will have a life span of only a few days.  Indeed, no one will die without 
fulfilling all the days of a full life.  In that kingdom, if someone were to die at a hundred years of age, 
they would be accounted as dying while still a lad.  This may be an allusion to the great ages of the 
antediluvian people, where a life span of hundreds of years was considered normal (Gen. 5).  Again, 
this is all a way of saying that in God’s kingdom, no one will weep over the untimely death of a 
loved one” (658). 
 
 
 
 


