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Text Study – John 17:20-26 
Easter 7 – Series C – May 2010 

 

First Lesson:  Acts 16:6-10 – God directs His Church in spreading the Gospel. 
 
Second Lesson:  Revelation 22:12-17, 20 – Although ascended, Christ sends His 
Angel to testify, and He will return Himself. 
 
Gospel:  John 17:20-26 – Jesus prays for the Holy Christian Church – that they may 
be one; that they may be in heaven; that they may continue to know the truth 
 
Hymns:  376, “Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness” 
   538, “The Church’s One Foundation” 
   155, “Christ the Lord is Risen Again” 
   536, “Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head” 
 
Alternates:  359 
 

Malady:  Despite the clearest testimony of who Jesus is, what He has done, and what 
He desires, we remain selfish, petty little children, fighting and bickering, doing 
everything possible to make sure there is no oneness. 
 
Telic Note:  The Holy Spirit wants me to see that Jesus desires the Church to be one, 
like the Triune God, and gives the Church the means to achieve that oneness – the 
means of grace. 
 
Prop Statement:  Jesus, shortly before He dies, prays for the Holy Christian Church 
– all believers in Jesus coming after Him.  He prays that they would be one – united 
by the apostolic, Spirit-inspired Word – just as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are 
one.  Why?  So that the world would see and know that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God. 
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The context:  Jesus’ High Priestly prayer – for Himself, for His Disciples, for the Holy Christian 
Church.  This was the night Jesus was betrayed.  He’s told the apostles many things, comforted 
them, assured them, and promised them.  Now, He goes the final measure, and prays to the Father 
on their behalf. 
    
    

20202020 Οὐ περὶ τούτων δὲ ἐρωτῶ μόνον, ἀλλὰ καὶ περὶ τῶν πιστευόντων διὰ τοῦ 
λόγου αὐτῶν εἰς ἐμέ, 
  
“Not concerning them am I asking only, but also concerning the ones believing through the Word of 
them, in Me… 
 
Some emphatic word order to begin the verse.  Jesus makes it clear:  “I don’t just have my disciples 
in mind, Lord.  They aren’t the only ones important to Me.  There’s a group of ongoing and 
continuous believers [defined as “the ones believing their Word”] through the Word My disciples 
will preach believing in Me.” 
 
Jesus directs attention to the Holy Christian Church (ABC – all believers in Christ), who will be 
brought to faith through the message of the apostles (and they will be – 3,000 at Pentecost, and the 
billions of souls since then who have believed, whether in large groups, or one at a time).   
 
This shows… 

• God’s great love and concern for all who are His;  

• How the Holy Christian Church is called, gathered, enlightened, and sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit:  through the Word (cf. the Smalcald Articles, Part III, Art. VIII, 
“Confession”); 

• We are called to be His witnesses (just noted so strongly at the Festival of the 
Ascension), to be the instruments of the Holy Spirit.  He makes disciples (1 Cor. 12:3b) 
through us – “by baptizing…by teaching…” (Matt. 28) as we  “Go into all the world and 
PREACH” (Mark 16)! 

 

21212121 ἵνα πάντες ἓν ὦσιν, καθὼς σύ, πάτερ, ἐν ἐμοὶ κἀγὼ ἐν σοί, ἵνα καὶ αὐτοὶ ἐν 
ἡμῖν ὦσιν, ἵνα ὁ κόσμος πιστεύῃ ὅτι σύ με ἀπέστειλας. 
 
…so that all would be one, just as You, Father, [are] in Me, and I [am] in You, so that also they 
would be in Us, so that the world would believe that You sent Me. 
 
What is the purpose of Jesus’ prayer?  He desires oneness and unity.  It is also the expected result of 
His prayer:  “May they be one…!”   In what way?  Just as the Father and the Son are One perfect 
divine Essence.   
 
Note the use of the pronouns, “You, Father, in Me, and I in You.”  Father and Son are two separate 
Persons, but One God.  Likewise, Jesus wants separate people and individuals to be one, bound in 
faith, trust, and hope.  Our faith is one, a united faith, cf. John 8:31-32, Matthew 28:19-20, Romans 
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16:17, 1 Tim. 4:16, 2 Tim. 3:15-17.  Our trust is the same – in One Triune God:  Creator, Redeemer, 
Sanctifier.  Our hope is the same:  to be glorified with Him, just as He has been glorified. 
 
And if believers are one, they will dwell with the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  And the 
purpose of all this unity in the Church?  The evangelism of the world.  Have you ever noticed the 
common excuses for people not to go to Church:  “These churches are so full of hypocrites!”  
“There are so many denominations, who’s to say which is right?  I want to stay out of that fight!” 
 
Some supporting passages include: 

• John 10:16 – There is One flock, and One Shepherd, not that we join the World Council of 
Churches, but we confess, “I believe in ONE, holy, Christian, and apostolic Church.”  I 
believe in it, because I can’t always see it. 

• Romans 12:5 – We, who are many, form one body, cf. 1 Cor. 12:27, Gal. 3:26-28, Eph. 4:3-
6, Phil. 2:1-11, Col. 3:11-14. 

• 1 Cor. 10:16-17 – Our unity at the altar is an expression of this oneness.  It doesn’t create it, 
it displays it. 

    

22222222 κἀγὼ τὴν δόξαν ἣν δέδωκάς μοι δέδωκα αὐτοῖς, ἵνα ὦσιν ἓν καθὼς ἡμεῖς ἕν· 23232323 
ἐγὼ ἐν αὐτοῖς καὶ σὺ ἐν ἐμοί, ἵνα ὦσιν τετελειωμένοι εἰς ἕν, ἵνα γινώσκῃ ὁ 
κόσμος ὅτι σύ με ἀπέστειλας καὶ ἠγάπησας αὐτοὺς καθὼς ἐμὲ ἠγάπησας. 
 
And I, the glory which You have given to me, I have given to them, so that they would be one, just as 
We are one; I in them and You in Me, in order that they would, having been made complete into one, 
in order that the world would know that You Me sent and loved them, just as Me You loved. 
 
Jesus speaks in the perfect tense.  The glory You gave (in the past, ongoing effects), I have given (in 
the past, ongoing effects) to them – through the Means of Grace, preaching, baptizing, communing.  
Cf. John 1:14, “We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only….”  John 2:11, “He revealed 
His glory” (cf. also John 9 and 11, the blind man and Lazarus). 
 
Why?  To unite us as one.  That’s what the means of grace do.  They create faithful followers of 
Jesus, and then become signs of our Christian unity.  God’s purpose, design, and intent is to bring us 
all together into one.  Cf. Revelation 21:3-4 
 
Supporting passages include: 

• John 20, “He breathed on them and said…”  The Keys were given to the Church. 

• Mark 16 – The ministry of the Church is marked by powerful signs and wonders; the 
Lord gave the apostles authority over demons and to cure sicknesses.  The Body of 
Christ displays the same glory the Incarnate Christ displayed! 

• 2 Cor. 3:7-18 – We reflect a glory even more incredible than that of Moses, for we reflect 
the word of righteousness, and so we go about with unveiled faces, showing the world 
the words and works of Jesus! 

• Phil. 1:29, Col. 1:24 – Just as Christ’s suffering glorified Him, our suffering for Christ, 
glorifies Him 

• 1 John 1:3 and 3:24 – Fellowship with the Father and Son, revealed by the Holy Spirit. 
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Jesus repeats the divine unity that is the goal of the Holy Christian Church – He and the Church are 
One, Father and Son are One.  And again, Jesus repeats, that the unity of the HCC is a testimony to 
the world that the Father truly sent Jesus and loved the world (John 3:16). 
 
Question – why all the purpose/result clauses and subjunctives?  Jesus is expressing that not every 
single person in the world will be a member of the Holy Christian Church (though at the same time, 
God is patient, not wanting anyone to perish, and all to come to the truth, 1 Tim. 2:4, 2 Peter 3:8-9).  
Nor does God force or compel by violence anyone into joining.  While on the one hand, He makes 
the unwilling willing (“I chose you” while we were still enemies of God, Romans 8:7), on the other 
hand, He doesn’t work through irresistible grace.  While God, in his naked sovereignty could 
certainly compel any action which He desired, He chooses to work in our world through resistible 
means – the means of grace.   
 
Not only are the means resistible, but we can make them even more resistible, by letting petty 
squabbles and fights dominate our life (Paul to Timothy – don’t get caught up in useless, foolish 
arguments), by letting disunity into our midst (doctrinally, or otherwise, cf. 1 Cor. 1:10).  All these 
things are testimonies to the world of who we are, and reflections of God’s glory.  For the glory the 
Son had, He gave to us, we reflect His glory, just as Moses did coming down the mountain from 
Sinai.  But we can rub dog poop on that glory. 
 
But, through the Church, the world can also see the truth, for the Church has one message:  “These 
are written that you may believe that Jesus IS the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life.”  Our primary message, focus, and goal is the good news of Jesus Christ, sent by God 
to save me, because He loved me so much. 
 

• John 6:56 – It is in eating the flesh and drinking the blood of Christ that we are brought 
into unity with Him – that is, through faith!  Faith comes… (cf. 1 John 4:12-16) 

• Eph. 4:12-16 – God gave shepherds to His Church to build this very unity for which 
Jesus prays.  And it’s not by my winning smile or charming ways, it’s through the means 
of grace, that which feeds and nourishes us from spiritual infancy to spiritual adulthood, 
so that we are not blown by every wind of change, but stand firm, one with God as He is 
one with us! 

 

24242424 Πάτερ, ὃ δέδωκάς μοι, θέλω ἵνα ὅπου εἰμὶ ἐγὼ κἀκεῖνοι ὦσιν μετʼ ἐμοῦ, ἵνα 
θεωρῶσιν τὴν δόξαν τὴν ἐμήν, ἣν δέδωκάς μοι ὅτι ἠγάπησάς με πρὸ καταβολῆς 
κόσμου.  
 
Father, the one which You have given to me, I want that where I am, they also would be with Me, so 
that they would experience My glory, which You have given to me because You loved Me before the 
laying down of the world. 
 
Jesus appeals directly to His Father for His Church (“the one which you have given to me”).  And 
look at the love – I want them to be right here with Me, in heaven.  I want them to experience 
(actually, “keep on experiencing,” for the HCC already experiences the glory of Jesus, through the 
means of grace, through being connected to the Eternal Vine), the glory of eternity.  I want them to 
see the New Jerusalem.  I want them to experience no more death, mourning, crying, and pain.  
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• Cf. 1 John 3:2, Philippians 3, 1 Cor. 15 – the glory of heaven, the glory of perfected 
bodies, the glory of the Visio Dei.   

• Cf. also John 14:3, Romans 8:17, 2 Tim. 2:11ff. 
 
Notice also the doctrine of election – “which You have given” (perfect tense – completed past 
action [cf. Eph. 1:4], ongoing effects).  God knows those who are His.  Yet, Jesus pleads for them as 
well.  Also, the doctrine of the preexistence of Christ – “You loved Me before the laying down of 
the world.” 
 
How do we get this glory – by being at One with Jesus, who is at One with the Father.  How are we 
at one?  Again, John 8:31-32, “If you hold to my teachings…”  For they make us wise for salvation 
(2 Tim. 3:15-17). 
 

25252525 πάτερ δίκαιε, καὶ ὁ κόσμος σε οὐκ ἔγνω, ἐγὼ δέ σε ἔγνων, καὶ οὗτοι ἔγνωσαν 
ὅτι σύ με ἀπέστειλας·  
 
Righteous Father, even though the world doesn’t know You, but I know You, and they know that 
You Me sent. 
 
The world knows, but doesn’t know God (Romans 1).  But Jesus knows the Father.  He’s the only 
One who really knows the Father (John 1:18).  And even though many rejected Jesus, they still 
acclaimed Him as One sent from God to do miracles, wonders, and signs.  Even His bitterest 
enemies knew that there was something about Him. 
 

• Romans 1:28 – The world decided it wasn’t worth remembering the true God and found 
any other number of “gods,” cf. Paul to Athens, the UNKNOWN GOD.   

• 2 Cor. 4:4 – this is of the devil, the “god” of this age who blinds the world! 

• Matthew 16:16 – True knowledge of Jesus means a confession that He is the Christ.  
And, as Jesus pointed out, no one can learn that on their own, it comes from the Holy 
Spirit (Matt. 16:17ff). 

 

26262626 καὶ ἐγνώρισα αὐτοῖς τὸ ὄνομά σου καὶ γνωρίσω, ἵνα ἡ ἀγάπη ἣν ἠγάπησάς με 
ἐν αὐτοῖς ᾖ κἀγὼ ἐν αὐτοῖς. 
 
And I made known to them Your Name, and I will make it known, in order that the love which 
You loved Me would be in them, and I in them. 
 
The world doesn’t know Jesus and the True God, so Jesus makes Him known.  “The Kingdom of 
heaven is near.”  “I, who speak to you, am He.”  “I AM…”  He constantly was making known to 
the world God.  Why?  “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world” (John 3:17).  Everything Jesus did was so that the love of God would dwell in the 
sphere of the world.  “For God so loved the world…” (John 3:16).  And Jesus also desired to dwell 
in them, cf. John 14, “We will make our dwelling in them,” the mystical union. 
 



 6 

Notice also, Jesus’ determination to continue to make known to the world the Name of God – His 
prophetic work continues.  “He who listens to you, listens to Me, and whoever rejects You, rejects 
Me.”  “Teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.”  “For what I received, I passed on 
to you as of first importance….” This is our call and mission, to make known the Name of God.   
 
And, what is the Name of God – everything the Bible says about Him.  That is how we obey the 
Second Commandment, by keeping God’s Name full, which means leaving nothing out.  We 
proclaim Law and Gospel.  We proclaim every jot and tittle that the Lord proclaimed and revealed 
to us.  And through that, the Holy Spirit is at work, creating a unity of faith and life.  He makes us 
One, as Father and Son are one. 
 

• John 15:5-9 – We continue to preach, that we may continue to grow in love and 
connection to the True Vine. 

• Ephesians 5:30-32 – In the end, this is a mystery, that is, Christ and the Church!  How 
can we be in Him and He be in us?   

• Gal. 2:20 – Christ lives in me…and in His Church as well! 
 
 

Theme and parts: 
 
Jesus Prays for His Church 

1. The One Church (v20-23) 
2. The Holy Church (v24) 
3. The Christian Church (v25-26) 
4. The Apostolic Church (v20-21) 

 
 

From the Green Books: 
 
Christ Prays for His Church of Believers 

1. For faithfulness to the word of the apostles (v. 20) 
2. For growth in oneness of faith (vv. 21, 23) 
3. For a clear witness to the world (vv. 21, 23) 
4. For glory both now and forever (vv. 22, 24) 
 

To simplify a four-part division, use the same theme with two parts: 
 

1. That it may be a united church (vv. 20, 21) 
2. That it may be a glorious church (vv. 22–26) 
 

A Loving Savior Prays for His Own 
1. That their faith may increase (vv. 20, 21, 23)  
2. That their glory may be made perfect (vv. 22, 24)   
3. That their love may remain steadfast (v. 26) 

 


