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The Propers 
 

Theme:  Faith sees our own lost condition, then sees our Savior who was not above saving us 
 
Old Testament Lesson: Hosea 5:15-6:6 – God wants hearts, not words, mercy, not sacrifice.  That’s faith.  
In the words of Joel, “Rend your hearts, not your garments.” 
 
Epistle Lesson:  Romans 4:18-25 (lectio continua) – Faith moved Abraham to trust God for a son; faith moves 
us to trust that God has done the impossible: raised Himself from the dead for me; which furthermore moves 
us to live lives of mercy. 
 
Psalm:  119c (p111) – A proper understanding of God’s Words leads us to a proper way of living, not 
superficially keeping commands, but delightfully following the light and lamp of Christ! 
 
Prayer:  O God, the strength of all who trust in You, mercifully hear our prayers.  Be gracious to us in our 
weakness and give us strength to keep your commandments in all we say and do; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Verse:  Alleluia!  God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation.  Alleluia. (2 Cor. 5:19, cf. RSV) 
 
Hymns: “Abide with Me” (588) 
    “Salvation Unto Us Has Come” (390) 
               “I Come O Savior, to Your Table” (310) 
               “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” (385) 
     Others:  304, 552 (stanza 18), 596 
 

Summary (Malady, Telic Note, Propositional Statement) 
 
Malady: Arrogantly I assume I am the righteous and healthy.  And in so doing, I fail to follow my Savior. 
 
Telic Note:  The Holy Spirit wants me to see that sick and sinful as I am, my Savior wasn’t above saving me! 
 
Propositional Statement:  Matthew describes that incredible moment when Jesus picked Him out from 
among the sick and sinful and made him His own – even an apostle!  Matthew goes on to relate how Jesus 
confronted His enemies and demonstrated how to properly apply Law and Gospel. 
  
The purpose of this sermon is to comfort me with Jesus’ call, and to show me how to follow Him.



The Text – With Translation, Notes, and Comments 
 

Verse 9 
Κα

�
 παράγων �  � ησο� ς � κε� θεν ε� δεν � νθρωπον καθήµενον � π�

 τ �  τελώνιον, Μαθθα� ον λεγόµενον, κα�
 λέγει 

α
	
τ 
 · � κολούθει µοι. κα�

 � ναστ � ς  κολούθησεν α	
τ 
 . 

And while He was moving along from there, Jesus saw a man who was sitting at the toll booth, Matthew 
being called.  And He says to him, “Follow me.”  He stood up and followed Him. 
 
Grammatical Points 
παράγων…ε� δεν – Present active participle + aorist active indicative; circumstantial temporal (at the same time 
as the action of the main verb): “While He was moving along…He saw…”� ναστ � ς  κολούθησεν – Aorist active participle + aorist active indicative; circumstantial attendant 
circumstance: “He stood up and followed.”  The participle mimics the governing main verb and becomes 
indicative. 
 
Comments 
Jesus has returned “to his own town” (9:1), that is Capernaum (Mk. 2:1, Matt. 4:13).  He’s back “home” 
because the people on the other side of the lake begged Him to leave after casting the legion of demons into a 
herd of pigs.  Now that’s He’s home, He keeps on doing what He’s been doing.  He heals a paralytic (the 
famous man lowered through the roof of the house).  As usual, this raises opposition against Him.  The 
Pharisees charge Him with blasphemy because He claimed to forgive the man’s sins first.  Strike one!  Later 
(that same day?), Jesus picks up strikes two and three. 
 
Leaving the house of healing, Jesus makes His way to the lake (Mk. 2:13), and on the way they pass the 
ubiquitous toll-booth.  They’re everywhere!1  Here agents of the local authorities collected taxes on boats 
leaving Herodian territory, or on merchants heading up the road to Damascus. 
 
Now we meet Matthew.  Mark and Luke call him Levi, with Mark adding the detail that he is a son of 
Alphaeus, which makes him a brother to James, another of the apostles (Matt. 10:3).  Matthew is a tax 
collector.2  Then, as now, to work for the government in this way is to invite abuse and scorn (cf. Matt. 5:46, 
18:17 and Luke 18:9-14 for the contemporary view on tax collectors).  Though, in those days that scorn 
wasn’t just for the sheer fact that taxes were owed, but rather because tax collectors (aka tax farmers) were 
forced to collect over the legal amounts to cover loses and were sometimes corrupt, collecting more to line 
their own pockets (either at their own instance, or at the command of a greedy governor or king; cf. John’s 
advice to tax collectors, Lk. 3:12-13; and Zaccheaus, Lk. 19:8, “If I have cheated…”).3 

                                                 
1 We complain the same way today.  I drove a 2 mile stretch of toll way in Dallas and was hit up four times for $.75 each.  

In the same way, the ancients could be taxed on the same goods repeatedly on a single journey from town to town. 
2 Check out TDNT (VIII:88-104) on how tax collecting worked and the role of tax collectors.   
3 TDNT (VIII:99):  “Since the tax-farmer had paid or pledged to pay to the state a specific sum he had to collect more 

than this if he was not to suffer financial loss or even incur severe penalties. It is obvious that this system forced the tax farmer to 
gather in more than was legally imposed. Furthermore he had to protect himself at all costs against fraud, Plut. De curiositate, 7 (II, 
518e). These conditions gave rise to continual disputes, Artemid.Onirocr., III, 58, The rates of taxation and sometimes the manner 
of collection were regulated by law, but the statutes were not always known to provincials. It was possible to inspect the contracts 
which the state made with publicans, cf. Cic. Ep. ad Quintum fratrem, I, 1, 35. But in practice the tax-collectors were often the only 
ones with precise knowledge of the relevant statutes….In gen. any traveler passing a Roman customs point had to declare all articles 
he had with him. Means of transport, articles for personal use, things belonging to the fiscus and supplies for the army were duty-
free. On the basis of the traveler’s declaration, the professio, the collectors estimated the value of dutiable goods and thus fixed the 
rate of tax. Where there were special rates for goods this was simple enough. But when the tax was ad valorem there was plenty of 
scope for arbitrariness.....Special bitterness was caused when goods on which duty had not been paid were reported by third parties 
who often received a bonus for this. Ignorance of the regulations did not protect a traveler against confiscation....With all these 
regulations one may suspect that a simple traveler who had been defrauded often failed to lodge a complaint with the praetor in 
Rome or the governor in the province concerned because he did not know the proper rules or channels. This system of tax-farming 
was thus the main reason why for centuries we find testimony to the poor reputations of tax-farmers.”  



Tax collectors like Matthew were considered unclean not merely because of the job they did, but also because 
of who they worked with.  Tax collectors came into contact routinely with Gentiles, and so were continually 
unclean for sacred purposes.  TDNT comments:  “The question is often debated whether or how far a house 
becomes unclean when tax-collectors and thieves enter it” (VIII:101).  In addition, the tax-collectors 
uncleanness extended to his whole family.  And because, as in the case of Zaccheaus, restitution was required 
for repentance (plus at least 1/5 over and above), and furthermore, because it was hard to figure out just who 
a tax collector may have cheated, conversion of tax collectors was rare and difficult (TDNT VIII:101).  Such 
insights prepare us for the pharisaic behavior of the Pharisees later on in our text.  It also helps us to 
understand the context of this whole situation, the Pharisees shock and anger, Jesus’ reference to Hosea, etc.; 
that is, why the calling of Matthew is a big deal. 
 
Back to Matthew.  Jesus “sees” Him.  Had there been prior contacts with Matthew?  Capernaum was Jesus 
base of operations.  He’d probably passed by this toll booth before.  Had they had conversations?  Were they 
on joking terms, as we often are with clerks and sales-people we run into frequently in town?  Was Jesus 
looking for Matthew?  Had He been planning to extend this call for a while (in human terms; according to 
His divine nature, obviously from eternity)?  Was Matthew’s brother James already a part of the group? 
 
In the movie, The Greatest Story Ever Told, James is depicted as being already part of Jesus’ band.  As they 
approach Matthew’s toll booth, James tries to hide.  Jesus asks why.  James points out his brother and talks 
about how wicked he is.   When James gets to the front of the line, Matthew makes some rude jokes, proving 
he’s a bit of a rake and scoundrel.  Was he?  Or was Matthew one of those honest tax collectors, who were 
also faithful Jews, looking forward with hope to the Messiah? 
 
Whichever is the case, Jesus sees Matthew, and says, simply, “Follow me.”  And just as simply, Matthew 
himself reports, “Matthew got up and followed him.”  He left his job immediately, that moment, and went 
along with Jesus.  We don’t have the word “immediately” ( � 	 � � � �

) which Matthew used in 4:22 to describe 
James and John following Jesus.  But the use of the participle and verb communicate the same concept. 
 
Look at what Jesus does.  He calls an apostle from the lowest rung of society.  He makes it clear to the 
disciples already with Him, the people of Capernaum, and to the teachers of the law that salvation is for all 
nations and all classes within the nations.4  Those for whom the Jews make things especially hard (the so-
called tax collectors and sinners), to them Jesus simply says, “Follow me.”  And, as He says in Luke, there is a 
great joy over the finding of such in heaven among the angels (Lk. 15:3-7).  There is no place Jesus will not go 
to find sinners and to save sinners. 
 
Matthew’s action is also significant.  He hears the call of Jesus and he follows.  Again, we ask, “Did Matthew 
have prior knowledge of Jesus?”  Had he seen and heard Him already?  Did brother James tell Matthew things 
about Jesus?  Or, do we have here Jesus melting a thankless heart of stone by this kindest of words?  Does 
Matthew know the reputation of this rabbi, and when Jesus extends the hand of fellowship and love to this 
most unclean of men, does that gospel invitation fill him with hope, faith, and love? 
 
Apply that Gospel to yourself and your hearers.  Jesus was not above saving you.  There’s a fruit of faith 
application as well in Matthew’s response to the gospel.  There was no hesitation, no counting the cost.  The 
call is simple, “Follow me.”  And our whole life becomes that following.  He who was not above saving me 
dare not be below anything else on my list of priorities.  When He calls, we follow! 
 
 
 

                                                 
4 Salvation unto us has come/By God’s free grace and favor (CW 390:1) and Your heart is filled with fervent yearning/That sinners may 

salvation see (CW 310:5) 



Verse 10 
10 κα

�
 � γένετο α	

το�  � νακειµένου � ν τ�  ο� κί � , κα�
 � δο�  πολλο�

 τελ � ναι κα
�
 � µαρτωλο�

 � λθόντες συνανέκειντο 
τ 
  � ησο�  κα�

 το� ς µαθητα� ς α	
το� .  

And it happened, while they were reclining to eat in the sphere of the house, and behold, many tax collectors 
and sinners came and ate with Jesus and His disciples. 
 
Grammatical Points 
α

	
το�  � νακειµένου – A genitive absolute (present middle [deponent] participle) used as circumstantial 

temporal (action occurring at same time as main verb), “while they were eating” � δο�  -- “Behold” Matthew calls our attention to a detail:  look who’s coming to dinner! � µαρτωλο�
 -- “sinners” used in the pejorative sense not of all people, but of those who could not or would 

not keep the Jewish laws 
συνανέκειντο – Imperfect middle/passive (deponent) indicative, “they were reclining to eat with…”  Eating 
together, especially in the context of religious cleanliness, implies acceptance 
 
Comments 
Jesus, hungry, is having dinner.  Matthew simply says at “the house.”  Mark tells us it was Matthew’s house 
(2:14), and Luke adds a beautiful detail, “Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house” (5:29).  Much like 
Zaccheaus, Matthew is overjoyed to be loved by His Savior.  He shows that joy by throwing a party for Jesus. 
 
And Jesus and the apostles aren’t the only ones there.  At the table are other tax collectors and sinners.  That 
would make sense for at least two reasons.  Firstly, since most of the faithful Jewish community likely shuns 
Matthew as unclean and refuses to associate with him, his friends are probably among other tax collectors and 
those others who are shunned.  Secondly, it’s well-known, probably, that Jesus is a friend of sinners, so they 
would be eager to come and eat with this great and merciful rabbi. 
 
Again, we see a Savior who is not afraid to stoop to any level.  He welcomes all who come to Him.  His 
Gospel seed is for all.  He doesn’t just sow in certain places on certain types of soil.  He scatters the seed 
wherever He is and whatever the conditions (cf. Matthew 13:1-20). 
 
What’s going on in the heads of the other disciples?  Are they curious?  Are they nervous?  Are some of them 
feeling unclean?  We’re not told how they respond.  But it’s not too long after this that Jesus talks about new 
wineskins (Matt. 9:14-17) and teaches a lesson about the Sabbath (Mark 2:23-3:6).  If they feel Jesus hasn’t 
fully explained things yet, He will. 
 
Now we hear how the Pharisees respond to this audacity. 
 
Verses 11 
11 κα

�
 � δόντες ο�  Φαρισα� οι � λεγον το� ς µαθητα� ς α	

το� · δι �  τί µετ �  τ � ν τελων � ν κα
�
 � µαρτωλ � ν � σθίει �  

διδάσκαλος � µ � ν;  
And after they saw this, the Pharisees said to His disciples, “On account of what, with the tax collectors and 
sinners eats your teacher?” 
 
Grammatical Points � δόντες – Aorist active imperative, circumstantial temporal (after the action of the main verb):  “After…” � λεγον – Imperfect active indicative; an ongoing past action; a long conversation, a chattering discussion, 
perhaps many of them asking multiple disciples; also, a more vivid way to tell the story than simple aorist 
δι �  τί µετ �  τ � ν τελων � ν κα

�
 � µαρτωλ � ν – Notice the emphatic word order 

δι �  τί – Equivalent to “why” (Wallace, 658) 
 



Comment 
We aren’t told just who was invited to the feast and how.  Did Matthew offer a blanket invitation to whoever 
heard it (“This rounds on me!”)?  Did he have word spread around town that anyone could come and eat at 
his house?  It was a “great” banquet.  Word probably spread around town, no matter who was invited. 
 
Were the Pharisees in attendance?  Were some reclining at the table momentarily, until they realized just who 
they were reclining with?  Or were they observing those entering the house and taking down, so to speak, 
license plate numbers to run a check on backgrounds and records? 
 
Either way, they were horrified!  When they saw the motley crew attending this feast they just had to find out 
what was going on.  “The nerve of this Jesus!”  But notice, they don’t go to Jesus.  Were they afraid of Him?  
Perhaps He was in the house and they didn’t want to be made unclean.  Perhaps a disciple or two were 
standing outside and so technically still clean.   
 
The Pharisees horror and revulsion and shock and offense can be seen in the sentence structure of verse 11.  
You can almost hear the sputtering and spitting, “Who, what, how, on whose authority, with tax collectors 
and sinners, He eats, your teacher, how?  Why?  Yuck!”  Such a social and religious breach cannot go 
unchecked and uncorrected. 
 
We have before us a classic case of hypocritical and self-righteous judgment.  The Pharisees are observers of 
the law, clean in every way.  These people are not.  “How can you associate with them?  How can you 
possibly delude them into thinking they’re okay?” 
 
Do we ask such questions?  Do we judge brothers in the ministry when we hear rumors and stories, when we 
observe the make-up of their congregations?  “Oh, he must be compromising something to have such a 
thriving cross-cultural ministry?”  “Have they accepted divorce as okay when they’re communing all these 
divorced couples?”  Do we, as Christians, ask such questions?  Do we believe, in our heart of hearts, that the 
only right company is Christian company, Lutheran company, confessional Lutheran company, Wisconsin 
Synod company?  Are we convinced that we are the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church? 
 
Perhaps attack from another angle.  Do we think Jesus is a little too free with the gospel?  Shouldn’t he make 
sinners sweat a little bit more?  Shouldn’t there be probation, shouldn’t there be isolation, a de-lousing?  
People shouldn’t just get off scot-free and get to be with Jesus?  There should be a higher standard for some 
(not me though!). 
 
Verses 12 
12 �  δ �  � κούσας ε� πεν · ο	

 χρείαν � χουσιν ο�  � σχύοντες � ατρο�  � λλ �  ο�  κακ � ς � χοντες.  
But the One having heard this said, “[It is] not a need they are having, the ones being strong in body, a 
doctor, but the ones having it badly. 
 
Grammatical Points �  � κούσας…ο�  � σχύοντες…ο�  κακ � ς � χοντες – Three attributive participles in this verse.  Substantival or 
adjectival?  If used substantively, they stand as a name, “The One who heard”, “the strong in body”, “the 
ones having badly.”  If adjectival, they focus on that characteristic.  Jesus is the hearing one.  The one’s not 
needing a doctor are especially noted for strong bodies; the ones needing a doctor are especially noted for 
having bad bodies. � λλ – The Big BUT, giving us a sharp contrast 
 
Comments 
Despite the fact that the Pharisees did not approach Jesus with this question, He answers it.  Did they ask in 
earshot, hoping He would overhear (as He did)?  Or were they out of earshot, but, as He did in the case of 



the paralytic, He read their thoughts (Matt. 9:4)?  It doesn’t matter.  Either way, a definitive answer comes 
from our Savior. 
 
“It is not the healthy who need a doctor.”  Obviously.  I don’t go to the doctor for the fun of it.  He wouldn’t 
take my appointments if I just kept coming without being sick.  What’s the spiritual point?  Jesus says, “I 
don’t need to go to those who already have everything they need.”  The healthy are those who have the 
Scriptures and know the Scriptures.  They need no other prescription, they need no other aid.  “That’s you, 
I’m talking about, you Pharisee.  You are so into the Word.  You know the Law and Prophets and Psalms 
better than any ten of these tax collectors.  You shouldn’t need me.” 
 
“But the sick.”  I like Matthew’s words, “But the ones having it badly.”  It’s like triage.  You have a variety of 
patients with a variety of conditions in the emergency room.  There are broken bones, severe allergic 
reactions, car accidents, problem pregnancies, and other ailments.  Who do the doctor’s treat first?  They treat 
the most severe cases, the ones most likely to die if they aren’t handled right away. 
 
Who are the ones having it badly, spiritually speaking?  Those who are without or separate from God’s 
revealed Word.  These tax collectors and sinners, whether by their own choice, or by being shunned by the 
so-called faithful Jews, are kept away from the medicine they need.  Of the two groups of patients, the 
Pharisees with the Scriptures and synagogue worship, or the tax collectors and sinners left outside, Jesus sees 
a greater need among the tax collectors and sinners. 
 
This is not to say that the Pharisees were okay in what they were doing.  Verse 13 will have a word of 
condemnation for them.  It is to say that they have what they need in front of them, whether they are using it 
properly or not.  Jesus does spend time working on the attitude of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, 
trying to call them from the self-righteousness, including this occasion. 
 
The sad truth is that those who have much, who have the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms, who are faithful 
observers and studiers, who go to synagogue and who observe the Sabbath are throwing it all away.  The 
“healthy” have made themselves sick.  Listen to Jesus words later in Matthew: 
  

“What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work today in the vineyard.’  “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind 
and went.  “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I 
will, sir,’ but he did not go.  “Which of the two did what his father wanted?”  “The first,” they 
answered.  Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
entering the kingdom of God ahead of you.  For John came to you to show you the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And 
even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. (Matthew 21:28-32) 

 

Jesus is not only practicing spiritual triage.  He is properly dividing law and gospel.  The tax collectors and 
sinners are already crushed under the weight of their sins.  Every day they live knowing that they are scum 
and unclean.  And the “healthy” Jews won’t let them forget it. Jesus comes to them with the Gospel.  “I’ve 
come to heal you.  I’ve come to take up your infirmities and your sorrows.  And I’ve come with the Father’s 
promise, ‘I will forgive their wickedness, and remember their sins no more.’” 5   The Pharisees, who are 
“healthy,” however, are not crushed by their sins.  In fact, they find themselves to be better off than these 
sinners and tax collectors.  In the words of one Pharisee, “I thank you that I’m not like other men.”  For 
them, Jesus has words of Law and instruction, words meant to show them that they are indeed among the 
sick who need the Doctor of souls.   

                                                 
5 Unworthy though I am, O Savior/Because I have a sinful heart,/Yet you your will banish never, nor will your faithfulness depart… Weary 

am I and heavy laden;/With sin my soul is sore oppressed./Receive me graciously and gladden/My heart, for I am now your guest….You here will find a 
heart most lowly/That feels unworthy in your sight,/That duly weeps o’er sin, yet solely/Your merit pleads, as it is right (CW 310:3, 6-7). 



   
Verse 13 
13 πορευθέντες δ �  µάθετε τί � στιν· � λεος θέλω κα �  ο�  θυσίαν· ο	

 γ � ρ � λθον καλέσαι δικαίους � λλ �  � µαρτωλούς. 
But go and understand what this is:  Mercy I desire, and not sacrifice.  For I did not come to call righteous 
but sinners. 
 
Grammatical Points 
πορευθέντες δ �  µάθετε – Aorist middle/passive (deponent) participle plus an aorist imperative, attendant 
circumstance, “Go and learn.”  In that case, it takes the form of the main verb that governs it, the imperative.  
Jesus isn’t suggesting, He’s commanding. cf. Wallace 640-645 
δικαίους � λλ �  � µαρτωλούς – Both nouns are anarthrous (no articles), suggesting generality, a whole group � λλ � � � The Big BUT, again a sharp contrast 
 
Comments 
Here is the word of instruction.  “You who know the law so well, go and study.  Study the prophet Hosea.”  
Jesus quotes our Old Testament lesson (word for word from the MT and LXX). 
 
In Hosea’s time, Jews thought that if they just said the right words and did the right things, God would have 
them back.  
 

Come, let us return to the LORD.  He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has injured 
us but he will bind up our wounds. After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will 
restore us, that we may live in his presence. Let us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to 
acknowledge him. As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter 
rains, like the spring rains that water the earth. (Hosea 6:1-3) 
 

But then, as now, the LORD saw through their superficial repentance all the way to their hearts: 
 

“What can I do with you, Ephraim? What can I do with you, Judah? Your love is like the 
morning mist, like the early dew that disappears. Therefore I cut you in pieces with my 
prophets, I killed you with the words of my mouth; my judgments flashed like lightning upon 
you.  For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt 
offerings. (Hosea 6:4-6) 

 

The truth is that these “healthy” Pharisees aren’t so healthy.  They’re sick.  They’re taking the right medicine 
but in the wrong doses at the wrong time, to their damnation!  They’re actually abusing God’s medicines.  
And Jesus diagnoses quickly.  “Look at the medicine bottle.  Do you see the directions on how to take it?  
Use it properly.” 
 
If they understood that, they would understand Jesus’ mission.  He’s not here to find the most sanctimonious 
Sabbath-keeper or the most Kosherific dieter.  He’s here to collect sinners.  And the truth is that Jesus isn’t 
saying that He’s excluding a whole group from His ministry, these “righteous,” but rather that when push 
comes to shove, we are all among this group of sinners.  Jesus drives the Pharisees to see that they have not 
truly kept the Sabbath, eaten Kosher, or observe the spirit of most any law.  They are not as righteous as they 
think.  And the amazing truth for them is when they realize that, they’ll see how lost they are.  And then 
they’ll see that Jesus came for them.  “The Son of Man came to seek and save what was lost” (Lk. 19:10). 
 
The applications to us, both law and gospel, are somewhat obvious.  Are we caught up in doing things “the 
only right way”?  Are we aware of how much better we are at it than others?  Do we read the Scriptures 
before us and fail to handle them properly?  Have we misdiagnosed ourselves as healthy and righteous?  If we 
have, then we have diagnosed ourselves out of Jesus’ ministry. 



Let us learn the meaning of Jesus’ words.  Let us strip ourselves of our pride and arrogance.  Let us empty our  
minds of our own notions on how to keep the Law and please God.  Let us see our need for the Doctor of 
souls.  And then, when we see that, we see that He is accepting patients.  “I have come to call sinners,” He 
says.  And, as we sing, Chief of sinners though I be,/Jesus shed His blood for me (CW 385:1).  That’s who we follow. 
 
 
 
 

Theme and Parts 
The Doctor is In 

1. He heals His patients 
2. He prescribes for His patients 
 

Jesus Heals Me 
1. He has the right medicines 
2. He knows how to use those medicines 

 
Jesus Shows Us What Mercy Is 

1. Mercy calls “sinners” 
2. Mercy means telling it like it is 

 
Follow the Doctor’s Orders 

1. Come when He calls 
2. Use His Medicine Properly 

 
 
 

Theme and Parts from NPH Sermon Studies 
Jesus Calls Sinners 

1.     He calls them to eternal life (vv. 11–13) 
2.     He calls them to work in his kingdom (vv. 9–12) 

 
Follow Me 

1.     Jesus’ call: “Follow me—as my disciple” (vv. 9, 12-13) 
2.     Matthew’s response: “Follow me home” (vv. 10, 11) 

 
Ministers Wanted: Only Sinners Need Apply 

1.     Jesus came to call only sinners to salvation (vv. 11–13) 
2.     Jesus came to call only forgiven sinners to apostleship (vv. 9-10) 

 
 

 


