A Study of Proverbs:  Marriage Advice from the Guy with 1,000 Wives!
Lesson Three – The Great Danger – Adultery!
Intro:  Some facts:

· 80% -- the percent of marriages affected by adultery, scholar’s guess (1998 USA Today) (http://www.divorcereform.org/mel/raffairstats.html)

· According to statistics collected from online polling at DivorceMagazine.com since July 2000, 28% of women and 36% of men admitted that they had at least 1, if not more, affairs prior to their divorce/separation.  (http://divorcemag.com/statistics/statsDM.shtml)
· According to one survey, 78% of couples who stay married after an affair describe the marriage as “unhappy” or “empty” (http://www.divorcepeers.com/stats31.html)
· Read Proverbs 5, 6:20-35, and 7
1. Why so much space devoted to adultery?

· Proverbs 5:15-19:  Drink water from your own cistern, running water from your own well. ﻿ Should your springs overflow in the streets, your streams of water in the public squares? ﻿ Let them be yours alone, never to be shared with strangers. ﻿ May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth. ﻿ A loving doe, a graceful deer— may her breasts satisfy you always, may you ever be captivated by her love.

2.  What do all these water pictures have to do with marriage and the sin of adultery?

3.  Why does Solomon make use of the sexual imagery here?

· Proverbs 6:27-29:  Can a man scoop fire into his lap without his clothes being burned? ﻿28﻿ Can a man walk on hot coals without his feet being scorched? ﻿29﻿ So is he who sleeps with another man’s wife; no one who touches her will go unpunished. 

4.  List some ways we “scoop fire into our laps.”
5. The message of Proverbs is “Stay away from adultery, adulterers/adulteresses, from situations that lead you into adultery.”  How do we do that?
· Proverbs 7:26-27:  ﻿ Many are the victims she has brought down; her slain are a mighty throng. ﻿27﻿ Her house is a highway to the grave, leading down to the chambers of death. 

6.  Respond to the friend (or your brain) who says, “This would never happen to me.   I would never do this.”
7.  Is Solomon’s characterization of the house of an adulteress too strong, too weak, or just right?

· Proverbs 5:14:  I have come to the brink of utter ruin in the midst of the whole assembly.” 
 Proverbs 6:32-33:  But a man who commits adultery lacks judgment; whoever does so destroys himself. ﻿33﻿ Blows and disgrace are his lot, and his shame will never be wiped away; ﻿34﻿ for jealousy arouses a husband’s fury, and he will show no mercy when he takes revenge. ﻿35﻿ He will not accept any compensation; he will refuse the bribe, however great it is. 
Proverbs 5:23:  He will die for lack of discipline, led astray by his own great folly. 

8.  How is the one who gives in to adultery characterized?
9.  How does committing adultery lead one to “destroy himself”?

10.  How is adultery the farthest thing from a victimless crime?

· Proverbs 8:13:  To fear the Lord is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech. 
      Proverbs 2:16-19: [Wisdom will save you] also from the adulteress, from the wayward wife with her seductive words, ﻿17﻿ who has left the partner of her youth and ignored the covenant she made before God. ﻿18﻿ For her house leads down to death and her paths to the spirits of the dead. ﻿19﻿ None who go to her return or attain the paths of life. 

11.  What do these two passages tell us about the Christian and adultery?
12.  How exactly does “Wisdom” save us?  What is this Wisdom?  Where does it come from?

13.  How does Luther’s explanation of Baptism guide in dealing with such temptations:  “What does baptizing with water mean?  “It means that our Old Adam with his evil deeds and desires should be drowned by daily contrition and repentance, and die, and that day by day a new man should arise, as from the dead, to live in the presence of God in righteousness and purity now and forever.”

14.  True or false – I should be paranoid about my spouse committing adultery.

15.  Acknowledging that adultery is a temptation for all sinful people (men and women) how can we strive to assure that it will not crop up in our married lives?

Let it be said in conclusion that this commandment requires all people not only to live chastely in deed, word, and thought in their particular situation (that is, especially in marriage as a walk of life), but also to love and cherish the spouse whom God has given them. Wherever marital chastity is to be maintained, above all it is essential that husband and wife live together in love and harmony, cherishing each other wholeheartedly and with perfect fidelity. This is one of the chief ways to make chastity attractive and desirable. Under such conditions chastity always follows spontaneously without any command. This is why St. Paul so urgently admonishes married couples to love and honor each other.﻿﻿ Here again you have a precious good work—indeed, many great works—in which you can happily boast over against all “spiritual walks of life” that are chosen without God’s Word and commandment.  (K-W, Large Catechism, The Sixth Commandment, 415:219-221)

Takin’ it home:  Read Proverbs 17-24.  Highlight passages that offer wisdom for you in your wedded life, or that you will use as you consider future relationships and marriage.
Prayer:  “O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console; to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love; for it in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.” – “The Prayer of St. Francis,” CW, p138).
Next week:  Other Important Insights for Husbands and Wives!
