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July 17, 2011 

 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church and School 

Attn: Mr. Steven Hansen (President), Church Council, Elders 

2600 Ralston Ave 

Belmont, CA 94002 

 

Dear Members of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church and School: 

 

Just as the US women’s team seemed to be taking control of the World Cup championship game, the phone rang 

and changed the life of our family.  Your congregation’s president, Mr. Steven Hansen, informed me that the Holy 

Spirit has led you to call me to serve as your pastor. 

 

Humbly, I acknowledge receipt of this Divine Call and will treat it as such.  Over the next few weeks I will deliberate 

this call, discussing it with my family, my congregation, colleagues, and of course, with members of Gloria Dei. 

 

Thank you for entrusting me with this high honor and Call.  Echoing the apostle Paul, I am the least of all God’s 

servants, and only by His grace have the glorious opportunity to serve in His ministry, and now to consider where 

best to serve. 

 

When I spoke with Mr. Hansen on the phone, I indicated that I hoped to take about a month to work through the 

process and announce the decision.  As it turns out, the Lord may have other plans.  About six hours after speaking 

with Mr. Hansen, the Holy Spirit moved another congregation – Shepherd of the Hills, Greeley CO – to trust me in 

the same way you have.  Which means I am now holding three calls – St. Mark, Gloria Dei, and Shepherd of the Hills.  

I don’t know at this point if a month will suffice for deliberation of these calls, so I ask your indulgence as I go 

through this process with not two, but three calls. 

 

I look forward to speaking or communicating with many of you!  Feel free to contact me as you desire.  If we do not 

speak, please keep me, my family, and our three congregations in your prayers. 

 

Grace and peace, 

 

 

 

Benjamin Tomczak 

Pastor, St. Mark Lutheran Church, Duncanville, TX 

 

Cc:   Pastor Vilas Glaeske, President, South Central District 

Pastor Jon Buchholz, President, Arizona-California District 

 Pastor John Koelpin, Circuit Pastor, Dallas-Fort Worth Circuit 

 Pastor Silas Krueger, vacancy pastor, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church/School 

              Mr. Jeff Gaertner, President, St. Mark Lutheran Church 

          610 N. Cedar Ridge Drive         �           Duncanville, Texas 75116-3150                �            972-298-0891 

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class – 9:15 am       Divine Services: 6:30 pm Wednesday, 10:30 am Sunday 


