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July 17, 2011 

 

Shepherd of the Hills 

Attn: Mr. Jeff Schulz (President), Church Council, Elders 

950 43rd Ave. 

Greeley, CO 80634 

 

Dear Members of Shepherd of the Hills: 

 

This morning at the congregation I currently serve, Romans 5:12-15 served as the sermon text.  Dominating those 

words are Paul’s proclamation:  But the gift is not like the trespass (v15).  Paul speaks here of the gift of the one Man, 

Jesus Christ, the gift of His life and His death in our place, the gift of justification that overflowed to the many! 

 

This gift rules the hearts and lives of Christians.  But it’s not the only gift we have.  Another is the gift of the Holy 

Ministry, given to the Church by God so that sheep do not go without shepherds.  The Lord has blessed me to serve 

in that shepherding ministry for nearly five years here at St. Mark (Duncanville, TX).  Now, He is calling me to 

consider whether to remain as a shepherd here, or to serve as a shepherd among you in Greeley, CO. 

 

Humbly, I acknowledge receipt of your Divine Call.  Over the next few weeks I will deliberate this call, discussing it 

with my family, my congregation, colleagues, and, of course, members of Shepherd of the Hills. 

 

Thank you for entrusting me with this high honor and Call.  Echoing the apostle Paul, I am the least of all God’s 

servants, and only by His grace have the glorious opportunity to serve in His ministry, and now to consider where 

best to serve. 

 

When I spoke with Mr. Schulz on the phone, I indicated to him that I am in a unique situation.  About six hours 

before receiving your call, I received a Divine Call from a congregation in California – Gloria Dei, Belmont, CA – to 

serve them as their pastor.  Which means I am now holding three calls – St. Mark, Shepherd of the Hills, and Gloria 

Dei.  Normally I predict taking about a month to deliberate a call.  I don’t know if that will suffice for deliberating 

these three calls, so I ask your indulgence as I go through this process with not two, but three calls. 

 

I look forward to speaking or communicating with many of you!  Feel free to contact me as you desire.  If we do not 

speak, please keep me, my family, and our three congregations in your prayers. 

 

Grace and peace, 

 

Benjamin Tomczak 

Pastor, St. Mark Lutheran Church, Duncanville, TX 

 

Cc:   Pastor Vilas Glaeske, President, South Central District 

Pastor Earle Treptow, President, Nebraska District 

 Pastor John Koelpin, Circuit Pastor, Dallas-Fort Worth Circuit 

 Pastor Kevin Klug, vacancy pastor, Shepherd of the Hills 

              Mr. Jeff Gaertner, President, St. Mark Lutheran Church

          610 N. Cedar Ridge Drive         �           Duncanville, Texas 75116-3150                �            972-298-0891 

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class – 9:15 am       Divine Services: 6:30 pm Wednesday, 10:30 am Sunday 


